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THE  STATUS  OF  UKRAINIAN  (RUSIN)  LANGUAGE  IN  TRANSCARPATHIA 

IN  THE  XXth  CENTURY 

 

Summary. Language policy determines the legal status of languages. The three main levels that 

are most commonly distinguished are: the state language, the official language and the minority 

language. Language policy has a great role in multilingual countries. Transcarpathia is a multilin-

gual region. The area of Transcarpathia belonged to several countries during the XXth century. 
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Each of these countries had its own language policy. The state language was changed six times in 

the twentieth century. The state language status was fulfilled by the Hungarian, Czechoslovak, 

Russian and Ukrainian languages in a short period of time. According to the official standpoint of 

Ukraine, the Rusyn is the dialect of the Ukrainian language. Considering this point of view this 

means that the Ukrainian language was the official language in Transcarpathia through the XXth 

century and became the state language in 1991. The Ukrainian language was used in education, 

culture and offices. 

Key words: language policy, status of languages, Ukrainian language, status of Ukrainian lan-

guage, Transcarpathia 


