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ON CLASSIFICATION OF AGAW LANGUAGES

Abstract. In the article existing classifications of the Agaw, i.e. Central Cushitic, languages
are summarized and discussed and finally a new model is formulated on the basis of application
of the recalibrated glottochronology. The results are compared with the models of classification
analyzed in the fist part of the contribution. All word-lists with etymological comments are added
in Appendix.
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1. J.H. Greenberg (1963, 49) defined the Central Cushitic languages in the
following enumeration (including the order and spelling):
Bogo (= Bilin), Kamir (sic), Khamta, Awiya, Damot, Kemant, Kayla,
Quara.

2. The information mediated by Voeglin (1977, 119) offers more details, but
without any deeper structure:
Bilin = Bogo; with dialects Bet Tagwe = Bet Tarqe.
Khamir = Kamir = Chamir = Xamir = Khamit = Xamtanga; dialects also
Khamta = Xamta = Agew of Wag.
Quara = Qwara = Kwara = Koura; dialects also Kayla = Kailinya =
Falasha; Qemant = Komantnay etc.
Awngi = Awiya = Agewmidir = Awi; dialects also Damot, Kunfel,
Kwollanyoch.

3. In the most recent edition of Ethnologue,,, (2014) again 4 coordinate branches/
languages are recognized:
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Tree-diagram 1

Northern Bilin

Eastern Xamtanga
Central Cushitic

Western Qimant

Southern Awngi

http://www.ethnologue.com/subgroups/central-11

4. The most detailed classification was proposed by David Appleyard (2006, 4;
cf. also his older studies and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agaw_languages) - see
Tree-diagram 2:

North Bilin
Northeast
East Khamir/Khamtanga, Khamta
Northern Transitional Kailifia & Somen Agaw
Central Cushitic West Kemant, Qwara, Falasha, Dembiya
= Agaw
Southern Awngi, Kunfal

5. The first attempt to introduce the quantitative methods in classification of
the Agaw languages is that of M.Lionel Bender (1971, 174) who applied the
‘classical’ glottochronology developed by Morris Swadesh for 4 Agaw languages.
On the basis of the 98-word-list, a little modified for the languages of Ethiopia,
he received the results summarized in the Table 1:

% Qemant Xamtanga Awngi
Bilin 48 45 37
Qemant 43 36
Xamtanga 32

On the basis of these figures it is possible to construct Tree-diagram 3:

35% 45%
Bilin
48%
Qemant
44%
Xamtanga
35%
Awngi
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6. The second attempt to apply the quantitative approach, concretely so called
recalibrated glottochronology developed by Sergei Starostin, was proposed by
the present author in 1996 and published a year later (Blazek 1997, 173). The
results based on the incomplete and / or outdated lexical data give figures in the

Table 2:

% Khamir Khamta Kemant Qwara Awngi Kunfil
Bilin 80.4 77.9 85.7 81.5 53.2 45.8
Khamir 80.1 74.4 78.8 54.7 45.8
Khamta 70.4 75.9 57.1 48.1
Kemant 88.7 56.6 46.3
Qwara 63.1 48.7
Awngi 80.1
Corresponding Tree-diagram 4 looks as follows:

%
| sls 6|5 | 7|5 | 85
Bilin
Qemant
83.6
88.7 Qwara
76.3 Khamir
Agaw 80.1 Khamta
51.9
| Awngi
80.1 | Kunfil

Although the diagrams 3 & 4 are based on very different figures, they correlate
in their topology. On the other hand, the model proposed by Appleyard does not
agree in the position of Bilin (closer to Khamir / Khamtanga than to Qemant-
Qwara).

7. Thanks to new lexical data from the Agaw languages (especially in SLLE)

and progress in Agaw etymological studies (especially Appleyard 2006), it is
possible to re-evalue the preceding results - see Table 3:
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% Bilin Kllf:r?lrtr;rifga Qwara Kemant Waag
Awngi 51.5/91=756.6| 55/90=61.1 |53.5/85 = 62.3| 50/86 = 58.1 |40.5/85=47.6
Bilin 78.5/91 = 86.3 | 72/85=84.7 | 65/84="77.6 | 61/82="74.4
Eﬁ:ﬁgﬂga 71/85 = 83.5 |70.5/87 = 81.0| 70/84 = 83.3
Qwara 75/81 =92.6 | 64/80 = 80.0
Kemant 63/81 =778

Note: The results of Kunfil (Cowley 1971) were not included in this table, because
its wordlist is not complete - there are c. 15 missing items in the standard 100-word-list.
For information, Kunfél agrees with Awngi in 66/76 = 86.8% cases (after exclusion of
loans). The difference between Khamir vs. Khamtanga is not more than 1 item (#34
‘good’) and so they represent one and the same language.

Using the method of balanced averages, these data can be transformed into Tree-
diagram 5:

% | \ | | | \

60 70 80 90
Bilin
+670
86.3 Khamir &
Khamtanga
+420
81.7 Qwara
North Agaw +300 +1020 [
78.9 926 | Kemant
Central Cushitic -780 Waag
= Agaw 57.1
Awngi
+710
South Agaw 86.8 Kunfil

8. Conclusion:

It is apparent, Tree-diagram 5 agrees in its topology with the classification
model of Appleyard depicted in Tree-diagram 2 and so confirms it (the same
is valid for Fallon’s model from 2014, limited to Bilin, Khamtanga, Kemant
and Awngi). Specific is the position of Waag here. Its relations with other Agaw
idioms are most inc onsistent. It is possible that Waag of Beke (alternatively called
Hhamara) and Waag of Fleming do not represent the same idiom. For scarcity of
lexical data Kailina was excluded from calculations. The absolute chronology is
a result of application of Starostin’s ‘recalibrated’ glottochronology.
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Appendix I
North Agaw wordlist
Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailifia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
Gloss/ | Appl./ SLLE/ Appl/ -
Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
C e . . o he/
la. all nawak gk ank niki/nayak |niki this+every
1b. all -ok -ok* -ok *k[i]
Ic. all tikil
2a.ashes |Sobar  |s‘a:bra s‘a/abra s ‘dbdra *VbVr-
waza cf. N
2b. ashes 28h Woz-
Etbrh
2c. ashes |baroh be light,
bright
2d. ashes masana masena
2e. ashes girift
3a.bark |k'af x‘af qaf *qaf
3b. bark saq"a sonk"a *sonk"-a
3c. bark ber (Flad)
3d. bark kant hanba
3e. bark ari qarfi gerdfti’® Ik rif Ty gordfti
gi:zu *gviizg"- /
4a. belly |g*ddog" |gizu, pl. gizu g'dzg"a  |gwazgw  |guzu gizu®  |gozigu |2, "2,
Lk g azg"-
4b. belly jigir
Sa. big béhdr
. X :yon o o . .o, |XEyo . P
5b. big = xdiy-R Xdy-dw Xdy-ay hiy-au xdy-a% hhéo® hiawu | *xay
(faray- be . Et\fig >
Sc. big big, wide, | LA b i g Ti firdx d
wide) .
large) divide
. wa, .
5d. big wadira® ddra thing
Se. big idan® v. yisan
. - zitla = zila,| . e jela* = jéla,| .. B ., o
6a. bird dxdla pl. zilk® zila ela/jila pl. jikel zdyla  |zila djéla 2dix-dl-
6b. bird wefii
7a.bite  |ndkdt- ndkds- Ti naksd
7b. bite sag? s'ag- Am tik'k'a
7c. bite vony- yip-* *ap-
7d. bite  |k*an” EC *-k‘aam|
7e. bite irk ‘iz s ‘iyu see 89 tooth|
. hway-
71. bite — 232
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw

Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -

Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
8a. black |nasir-ax" Zi?’}j{r - nac’ar niger® nacar |hicir® *pacir-
8b. black ($ama (s 'ama) Samdna  |Sdamdna® Samana |*cam-

shadow)
8c. black s ik ur
9a. blood |bar bir: = birt |bar bor bir bor }l;rll_rz beer *bor
9b. blood karbat
. nas’ = . P . B . "
10a. bone |nas yas & ya* pas nas, yas  |nas nas pas nas nac
10b. bone hac’ir
11a. breast |"ang"”i  |dk’'u = og® |oq" ang"a engii nuqu inulit *ang"/q"-
11b. breast |nohar Ti nohar
11c. breast send®
11d. breast |Gt 'ibBender
11e. breast baj bac
*borbor-
. from
- A
12a. burn |barbor-i. babar- bor- be
hot
12b. burn |hawy- |hdw y-R (haws- heat) Ti haw fire
12¢. burn |fdk*dd-
12d. burn Kat'ilsi |kat’als- Am fdk a-
t'tdld
Am libd-
12e. burn labdlib- lébd <
ihb
12f. burn wa G waya
12g. burn jir-
. e Ti s ‘afor
‘ R
13a. claw |&affor sefic teffer Am £ Afor
13b. claw axor aydr®
13c. claw xfts *’i’,f xac¢ ‘ala ac’ala
yic ela
laydla "
13d. claw layie® lay-
13e. claw tri
$f o fw_
14a. cloud |bok*ana bekdna boke-a/
dna
dimna = - . - P " ..
14b. cloud dimend® doamona ddamdna  |ddmdna ddamdna |dimna® |damana | *da/am-dna
14c. cloud kuya fiya
14d. cloud hajir
14e. cloud jifir
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anguage| Bilin amir amtanga| Kemant wara ailifia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
L Bili Khamir |Kh K Q Kailifia | W Falada | *pA;
g)l::::/e ‘;‘(‘;‘i’i/ Sl;“:;f/ Appl/CR ‘;gz’slé/ Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke | Appleyard
kanba/ kl]ﬁ;a: e .. A .. B , % /e
15a. cold kamba kiba, a. kiba kdmba kimba kdib- kiba kamba | *ka/dmb-
-aw®
. |X'dizXizdw xdsas-ay
13b. cold | k'askas |_ qazqaz | e hoshas-® | xexez v. Am k ‘dzd-
4oz k'k dzii
15¢. cold k,urr‘
kawir
16a. come | antdr- t(?)r;',;z tdir- Z{%; ant- ante-  |yécoP *ant-((t-)
16b. come tow-
law® lawa _ le-0 ldu
| w ]
16¢. come! |/ax’ liiqtan lay lay JoP Jawi lay
ki-/kidaz-
17a. die  |kor- kiru = ki® | kar-/kat- (doz- = Fiy-* ki(y)-  |kir- kee- *kot-
2% V)
disappear)
18a. dog |godon gz;;UR - gozoy gozoy gezery gozoy  |gizin® |gaziy |*gazon/-dny
18b. dog kuli
. L, ziyu = . . . _ zic - djarki  |*32qg-/
19a. drink |jo’- Sui]j siig" ziy- ax- ax za4- SicB éf{lch_}'d *;;l]]_
20a. dry |id-ax* |yis & yiz® |yiz-dw yizo® *iz-
20b. dry kaga kaga™ kaga *kag-
20c. dry Xir:a
20d. dry jifiu
o " anxu® ankod N
2la. ear onk™a anx"a enqwa encho™ |14
21b. ear ];;;Z": qdraz kdizdr® qdrdz  |kérez®
21b. ear gutica® witi-z
22a. earth |bata bitt bat* baya /bi  |baya* bat’a biya *bi(y)-t-
22b. earth zibi/a zoba zibba® *z0b-
22c. earth midir
o R . xwaf- . _—
23a.eat |k xu: =xut |x X we hwai® ki q
i B . *qdyal-
24a. egg kaxal-a-\q {h_rmfl "~ \qdluna X"drdy"ina xarawina qulg*ana|k™olan chara- (Vn,c.l.) ..
una qaliina yayawind weena | *q"drdy-
(Vna)
Am
7]CR
24b. egg enqulal® ank ™alal
. . *al
“al = al . il ili ¢
25a. eye al dal, (iel* |al® val il ol yel®  |yeel™ ( _ager
Ti. Cin ..)
26a. fat  |[sax"a iz:‘;‘; - sawa say'a say"a/sawa’saq*a sawa *say“-a
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw

Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -

Source Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
26b. fat ¢’oma ¢’oma Am ¢’oma
27a. A -
feather | Kamfi kamb Ti kinfe
27b. .
feather gafpna
27c. . "
feather ldba laba lab-
27d. -
foather \folfala \falfila \felfela
28a. fire  |ldxa liya = liva liva / leya® |liya lia® lya *Idix-

' 11, pl. lik}
28b. fire wdzany cf. #2b
28c. fire hwair
5 o * 0
29a. fish Casa / xaztiR haza asa aza xaza hdza® |dza ‘és_ fl_(but
asa xazd G asa)
29b. fish jira
30a. fly v. |waw-
30b. fly v. |fir y- porr-* \fer-
biryi = . . R
30c. fly v. hirk bir-/ bir y- barr-
. Am
30d. fly v. bdrdr- hérriri
30e. fly v. nafer-* Ty ndfdrd
w luk:y = luk, |, ., w w B ; *] 5w
31a. foot |lak’ pl. ki ok ok lekw lug luk likko ok
3lc. foot tsab®  |Sanpa | *canb/f-
31d. foot Ciru-z
32a. full v. |"antax- |[iJtsa:q'u |caq"- ;Zi;y-c“ antay- antag- |Ciru?  |enta-v. |*-t-mVg-
. . yiw:u = . _ . - -
33a. give |‘aw ew, it yow: yow: yuw Viw vi-w ow
. ) . R néy- . _ . B . —
33b. give |nax ndq nag-/nay-* lay le nay nak léi nay
33c. give xr-/xaz-
33d. give |fis-
P PPN tok
34a. good |tok y-ax" |tik y* v. well-being
34b. good kdsdw kiz-A
*ker-
34c. good |ker® Sdrd: Sdra® Corua | Et
-8 — sardy = |Guxer,Ti
ker
34h. good malifya® Am
) maldfya
34i. good kamta®
34j. good t'iru
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw

Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -

Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | F1/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
35a. green |k ™at’'ana kat’- wet
35b. green lilem®v.  |lilma ldldm v. A"m R

lamdldamd
35c. green alk3zo
35d. green ardg"ina Zfaf:;a de
35e. green firiz
36a. hair  |sobka iej,ggka - i :J,Z;;“ T |sobka Sebka s9bk'a fst’l,’;’;{(lﬁ Sebka  |*cobk-a
36c¢. hair ayét cf. , head”
37a. hand |nan non = ndn® |nan/ndn  |nan nan nan nen®  |nan *nan
N S awr " " A . awir , ®ayit <
38a.head |’ax"dr |’a'r=awrt Wi ay“dy ay'e, awe® |awi B e ©ap-a top
. *Wwas-;
39a. hear |was- x::_l iR was- was- was was- woic®  |wasi cf. Om:
W Y wees-
39b. hear Sir
labbdka lobdika
40a. heart |(ndbdka (ndbay labdka* lebeb | *IVb(b)iik-a|
middle) middle)
wadon®?
40b. heart |heart, ’izay azdn azan yézen®
belly
40c. heart \fintir
4la. horn |gix g13 l:é;i]‘ggl’ ji, gyi® gi gr ji *gix
42a. 1 dn/’an |an an/yan an an an® ani *dn /*an
42b.1 obl. |ya- va- va- *Va-
43a. kil |kow- q uw:u k'aw- g:l-(;l]-mmal- kuw feow- ke-o  |kiyu | *kow-
' kiw / kuw? / k ‘uw- t
throw)
44a. knee |gorb Z:‘;’z - gorb, giyur|garba gerb gorb gerim® |gerb *gorb-
44b. knee inzirt
45a. know |’dr’- ;:ZIRM B Z:Z]_{’.CR arg-  Girg-
45b. know ax- ay, ah ach- *-aq
45¢. know kruf-
45d. know awk’-
46a. leaf |’dsa ;z;fi"‘a ~ \nasa asa asa hatsa® *xac-
46b. leaf Siru-z
47a.tiev. |[AmV-
lum y-
. .. adomivu Am tiga-
47b. lie v. |gdmd* P godom y- ddéiméiid.
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -
Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | F1/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
47c. liev. dimdt-

. R . S[im.d — .. *sdng- /
48a. liver (sank’i  |Sig Saq iRalu kana sdq *song-
48b. liver gubdt gubbdt agud Am gubbdt
48c. liver hebsa hebsa
49a.long |,.. .. ligzow a. . . T P
v lagdd- ligez® v. ligz- ldgdiz- lagaz lagizaq |ligza® |lagaza |*ldgdz-
49b.long .- - *c/cir-/

Str-ax cer-v. .
V. c/Cer-
49c. long ziko
bit':a =
50a. louse |bata betta, pl. |batta, bit™® |bata bata® bit'a beta *batt-
bitte®
50b. louse tifri
Sla. man |gorwa ggzz;a’ pl. golwa gorwa giruwa gorwa  |gélua® |garwa | *gorw-
*nds[a]-
51b. man |nds-ax" as-aw nésaya human
male
Slc. man Xarzo
gdri-w
52a. many pl.‘many gdir
-X" sg. be strong
much
o bitsiy’ s biciwa G biizxa
>2b. many | bdjdx- bijigt bacak’pl. |bdj- bicikh® be many
52¢. many eksdt™®
52d. many aj-u ajow™ adju Am ejjig
52e. many cagaw G sagawa
53a. meat |soxa siya = ziya®|siva saya / siya |zeya® siya sia *s0x-
53b. meat cifik
y arfa = (arfa (arfa s |(arfa *Grb-/
54a. moon |’drba arbi® arba month) arfa moon) arba moon) | ®drf:
54b. moon sdrka® s'ark®  |ciris? |serk Am e
¢Cdrdk'a
S4c¢. moon mazbdra
55a. . _
mountain €74 (gara rock)
55b. . deba = , "
mountain dibba doba doba’ doba débba dob[b]-a
‘abs =
15115(;:1;.n tain abd, aba amba > Am amba
pl. ab(be)?
55d. il
mountain g ald
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -
Source Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
S5e.
mountain gub(bja
35t . tarara® Am tdrara
mountain
55g.
mountain kurfa
55h, o
. drod
mountain
55t .
. kazinna
mountain
s6a. mouth| 42 Pl af < Amaf i ot |Pabrear
' afsf
mits3 = . s makiya - . B P
56b. mouth| mika® maja mdkdy ket mdki miya® |makya |*mdkdy-a
57a. name |San" Suy = Sop® Sop” Seow'"d Sop* vina *Son”
) zun / ZipgR
58a.neck |korma  |k'ilma qalma *korm-
_ ’ kom / yena kom
R W
58b. neck yam X"am cum / omA| 49T kam Tume
58c. neck |g“arguma Ty gargumal
avir = *iraz-/
59a. new |arid® —L},.R ayor azi, azzi  |azzi = azi® hair®  |ddzi *qzor-
duer < Bt hds
59b. new |fhaddis haddis® Ti hds
59¢. new firiz
. . . R xaikir  |yira o
60a. night |k’ir yart xar Xir/xer xera/ yira |xira har®  |cherit qir-/qar-
60b. night finu:
6la. nose |k™omba X"omba h{f mba A komba | *q"amb-a
X"amba
asin = R _ |isin o .
61b. nose (Desiy® ason, isdin ason ydssin® ason/-an
62a.o0ld |gdn-v. |gin-®v. gin-aw gdin- v. gdin- v. gacau? |*gdn-v.
doaxna, .
62b.old  |pl. Ar dign
, old man
dok’an
drgow = > P
62c. old aredR v, arg-aw aroge drgo Am aroge
derd(y) v. e
62d. old dorata® Ti dardg
62¢.o0ld |bdl-v. Ti béla v.
lay/xi | lay .
63. one " |la" = .. o T ” lewa , *la-y* m.
w/E lax" / lari law / lay® law / lay lay™a / ldy ﬁzwtz)A lewa Iéwa P laya gt T
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
g)l::::/e ‘;‘(‘;‘i’i'/ %:;f/ Appl/CR gg?slé/ Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke | Appleyard
I,
64a. *axir, pl. ’(la)edf;r - 2{92(;;, ir/ yir, or bl ev. lovir SoirB ira pl?izl; <
person *aok f { (e} k g. .i LCR pl. iyya Yers Pl ey, 1oy g yert *ik-/* tki-:
Pl 8 A *ox-be
g:Es.()n xamra
65a. rain n.|sowa Z::Z; sowa sowa suwa sowa suwa® izlvlva *sow-a
65b. rain n., \fita
65c. rain n. Siris
66a.red  |sdr-ax” Sa..raw..= R. |sdr-aw sdr-ay sdr sar-a% |tséro® |sérau |*sdr-/*sar-
zdr/zdrt v.
66b. red \ficir
67a.road |gug qug™® Be giig-
67b. road |ddrb Ar darb
gricdona = | ... B Am
67c. road dina® 1€ iddna gwidana gvidina
67d. road g“drwa gardawa® gerowa
cf. Am
67e. road gaz, gazi® gaz guzo
journey
67f. road ana, -ot G fina, -ot
67g. road xwale
68a. root |sar ”;%r;nzf;’ sor sor ser :%:r:‘* Ti, Am sar
68b. root s‘ayk‘a
69a. round |kabdb® v. Ti kabbdiba
69b. round Zuri
70a. sand |k 'usa
70b. sand sina Sona
70c. sand asdawa asdawa* Am asdwa
70d. sand tiza
Tla.say |- a-kit = y(i)* |y- )- ye y@i)- - ye- yla]-
71b. say éneo ®
5 A
Tlc.say |dow- dugh duw ss,:gk
72a.see  |k™al- ;(z;lllf/;{al_k qal- xal- xWal- fa;zla-l- *q"al-
72b. see vo-
73a.seed |fdddna |feza® \faizdin \fazdna \fiz *fiz- sow
73b. seed Zc—gﬁa;'ii’ zira (fdra race) sirizfu Am zdir
73c. seed kuipa
T4a.sit  |kaf'y- Ti kaf bald
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -
Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
g'ay:u,
74b. sit goy:u grayy- g"dqi-
= gwi)*
Tc. sit taikegisiim- | tink"- e [lanke o \Am k-
-o0s-em |mat'a
75a.skin |’axa ardy *ax-a
aggay”
75b. skin Karbir  |qirbilgébri |kedrbdy  |k*irbiy* arri Nperi | AT
: - = = karbir® k drbdt
75c. skin anjala cf. K unama
agala
75d. skin telt Am teli
Koz
- LR a _y B ‘giin3-; cf.
76a. sleep |gdnj gis gdnj ganj gis-ko Ti ginde
xXoryu: _—
76b. sleep iy} xdr y cf. #60a
76c. sleep jim zamoa®
76d. sleep tiu
77a. small |*ak "t-ow |witii wit-ok ™ yit-R v, |yet-v. witawi® *aq"t- v.
Ti gonay
77b. small |gana small child
[]at’in ,
77c. small [i] o "’{ZR iyen yétten® *aton
L |dtni
elin,iecin
77d. small |sag"-ax" |sisw-} Sag"-ay Sag'at s'ag"aq Segawu |*cag"-
*dadon-/
77e. small |drig® dorantafy] |derey *dddd-
be short
(molal® ..
77f. small thin) mdlwa
77g. small qalli™® Ty kIl v.
77h.small lifi
ZSa. smoke toda tiva = tiya® |taya toxza toxaza téa® tdksa | *toz-
78b. _ . .
smoke n &5 1 Tyfis<A
ZSC' smoke c'iga cf. Om
79a. stand |ddw y- |daw y-R
*t5mb-
79b. stand t5ibru cibr- tomb y- tomb y- t_33Mb (]
79c. stand |(tdr start),
79d. stand kurus
. s'igliwa = | , . Singruwda , B o % g
80a. star  |Songarwa, seglwar s aglowa Sangarwa Songorwa® s’aglowa iségaloa Singaroa|*cangarw-a
80b. star kuohuab™® kokab Ty koxdb
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Language| Bilin Khamir |Khamtanga| Kemant Qwara | Kailiia | Waag | Falasa | *pAgaw
Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -
Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | F1/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
xorina = L B , * .
81a. stone |korya krid qarna korna kerind qarya kirnga kringa | *ka/ary
.. N dag'ra . . )
81b. stone |ddngura |digira® deigu’ R digura *ddi/ong"ar-
82a.sun |k"ara ]i"arkvjd;ggm kvdra krara kwara kara  |kwora® |kudra |*k*ar-a
83a. swim |bamb-} |babu bdib *bamb-
83b. swim |hambis- no
hammdisd
83c. swim war-
83d. swim trap
s 'imir =
84a.tail |Somar |samir, s amor *comar/-dr
stimir?
84b. tail |jera® jord jugru? Am jarat
84c. tail cera™® Am ¢ara
Yidon =
fns/?‘ that . ‘a(din/-i) | (V)ed / ad /accian  |yin(ddn)  |yin ed® *on-/* an-
iezzon®
85b. that _
w/f na/pet
85c. that rok 'wa
86a. this |, ’ini:n = R .. s N
m/f ana (iJenin® an(in)/-¢in |an(ddn) en ven *an-
86b. this ifiz
87a. thou |’anta anta ent anta *ont-
87b. thee |ku-/k*-  |kit = kit®  |kot thou, ko- |ku-/ki- kat kit B *ka-/*lo-
384 la:q’= *lang- >
ton. . lanki  |lag, pl. lag lanxa lanx* lak* lakh® |lanah |Am lank’a
U lagig® EC *lak ‘m-
88b. elledal ®
tongue
88c. .
tongue it
o Yarik’u = |araq®, " WA ) o |irku P
89a. tooth |’ar (Deruk® erig™ ark*a yori ark’o  |érruk Varku ork"-
89b. tooth trsi
qan : , el
90a. tree  |kana qdanat (k’ana kana kanal (k'ana | (kana® | kani *kan-
wood) pl. kan wood) |wood) |kana
90b. tree zof = zaf* |zdf zaf zaf, jafa®  |zaf zaf Safa > Am zaf
90c. tree ;’;ZS cf. Om
.. lizy:a= . . - . lina= |, *ldna /
9l.two  |ldna lipa® lina lina liyd lina liga® lina *lapa
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Gloss/ | Appl/ | SLLE/ Appl/ -

Source | Rein. Rein. Appl./CR Sasse Reinisch | Appl. | FL/Bk | Beke |Appleyard
92a. .. iR .. .. fe-d = |feh .
walk/go far— ﬁ-ru ﬁt' ﬁr' fay- fe fay- fat,ﬁtB ﬁaFd f(lt-
92b.walk/ s anjan-* o
2o sar - enjay- 349~

)57
93a. warm |, birdw = bor- bula* burd® imbela *Zz::b’af.
V. birt embelaw-* ebelo® burn
93b. warm | . R o o )

v takwad- takdz- takdz- tokosaku|G tak*asa
33C' warm dahr dagr
93d. warm
v wan y-
93e. warm
v qaw y- kautanna
Cak™/ |'a:q'y = A o @A dyo oy
94a. water Sake™ coll. aug® aq ax ax a% dhowo? |ahu aq*-
yon yin:i = . |anan™® . T —
95. we oyt [yin, yinnet yon, ind anniw-diw |#19" yindntdy |yinna® |anan ann
96. what  |wara :VVZZZB = war wd/wa(ra) |wdrd* ao *wa/d-(ta)
. |¢laCad- |s’a:row = o o NN g |Sdia [
97a. white a S_WV‘ s ‘ar-gw Say-a Say-a tsaro P G s'a“da
97b. white gracéa
98a. who |’dwi av = awt  |aw aw aw ZZ/;S *dw-
inaA
99a. oxtina, \'2"no = awna, pl iwana / yi:vvlz':([li 1 yiwa ewina
) pl. (1)iina, pl. o pLo UV, P o ing vehona® e *ox"in-a
woman |, ;.. _ L |ekan yowina yuwin, s [iwina
ok¥in  |ukin, iin awund
kwan
99b.
woman sarus
100a. . bits’s = . L Gbes’av.
yellow bit'a becd® bas'‘a bac‘a Am boc'a
100b. .
yellow firs
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South Agaw
Language| Kunfil | Awngi Awngi Iévv:;yl?engl gx;’;;f‘ Awiya |Agaumeder| pAgaw

Gloss/ . Conti Wald./

Source Cowley | SLLE | Hetzron| Fleming Ross. Munz. Beke Appleyard
1. all wela wol:a wulld ull-/ulk-  |wulld wulla™ <Om/Et
1b. all -gi *k[i]
2b. ashes |wezi wus:i: wiist wusi (west *Wwaz-

charcoal)

. <G hos’a
2c. ashes hawasi sand, dust
3a. bark pa:q qap kapi *qap
3f. bark |gdmdd

. P guézguo =|gussgi% (guzig *Qazg'-/
4a. belly |wezgi guisgi: guzag guzg Jovozg"l/ |qusgeM stomach) *grazg-
Se. big dunguri Zvngurl:,— donguli dengueri |denguri™  |denguri

<Am
5f. big wodél wadil wdddl
big and fat
Sg. big xasanti khazanti
. . o g . Lz caha®/ o «
6a. bird  |cayi 1sa:ya: caya caya caya 'c'a:gaM caya sax-
7c. bite enid ipo’-y*a  |ap- yini in-roa™ *ap-
(cami «
8b. black dirt) cam-
. WV, ,
8d. black |sarki sCarki: — |carki tsar-ki sarqi AS“Z:II;M/ tsarki
9.blood  |buri/-é |beeri: bori bri bert beri% beri *bor
r A7 W
10. bone  |nadi pa:s‘ nac nats nasi / nasi ZZZ;E.L ngats *pac
1la. breast (anguk’  |’a:pg"i ang" ang” angui *ang"-
*barbar-
12a. burn babr- from
*bar- be hot
12d. burn | kansdls- Am. fdka-
t‘tald
. v |donust- 1. B., K. dap"-
12h. burn dinusti-y"a - dop-t. finish
13d. claw layet layati *lay-
yeng )
13f. claw |(vengi |yo:pg vin ving yingi
finger)
14b. cloud dammini dammeni *da/am-dina
14f. cloud |wel wol ewuleM aul
. . |(gumkini
14g. cloud gonkini: gunkanni fog)
15b. cold kezkazzi Am. b dzd-
k'k‘dzd
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Language| Kunfil | Awngi Awngi Kwakera | Danghela Awiya |Agaumeder| pAgaw
Gloss/ . Conti Wald./
Source Cowley | SLLE | Hetzron| Fleming Ross. Munz. Beke Appleyard
N aymi/ . i ahumiM L,
15d. cold |ome iymi: oqumit ohmi ayomo (arumi® ice) ayumi
15b/e. cold Xd:xitsi:
15f. cold trakwa
e ant-/ . ..

16a. come intiya int- vent ant-(dt-)
16d. come |yegdtu
16e. come! aw au- au, awu

. .. e kerigi™ «
17a. die  |kdrew  |kir-x"a kor- / kat- ke(-r) kerhwa kot-

. . cf. SOm
17b. die des disiya *os kill

s , _ geseni™ , « e

18a. dog |kassay |gisén gasén gisen gesay gesenm gassang ‘gazon/-dn
19a. drink zig:-y*a  |zog- zak- zdq sekwyi zak *s2q-/*309-
19b. drink |aw
20b. dry  |kagi ka:gi: kagi kagi kagi kagi™™ kagi *kag-
21la. ear “ahi ‘ink*ajhéi |ankoyi  |unkwayi enquayi inquari® ankwayi *ang"-

. g yk"aj y y TN lewagi™ iy q
22a. earth biti: bati biti beti betiV | buti™ |béti *bi(y)-t-
23a.eat  |ku yu-/y- |yu- yu huniV yu *q-
23Db. eat t[s]o:-y"a
24b. egg  |kulal Yipkuldli  |onk*lal  |aykulualuwa |enqualali |angolali™  |ankoldloa ;r;cl’walal
25a.eye el il all il el ellV/ele™ el *al
26a. fat  [sawi sa:y'i: saxura saruta™ *say'-a
26b. fat cimi Am ¢’oma
26c¢. fat mori Am mora
27c. , «
feather labi lava lab-
27e. miki:
feather )
28a. fire |léy le:gli:] |leg Peg lidig(1) leg%/ lageM |lag *léix-
29a. fish ‘a:si: asi asi ast asi V™ assi *as-a
30c. fly v. bir: néy"a

Am
30d. fly v. berer- béirriivi
3la. foot |lug"i lik:y lok” luk lugwe luk, loek ™ |luk *lok"

, Sami®,
32b. foot cami P2 g (AT
capi™ ¢’amma
32b. full wa:yi: woy- waye wayd wahuhu® ?*mag-
. EE— y < 5 i EE
33a. give |yew i-yta: i vak é yaki ow
33b. give nay-
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. . . | Awiya of | Awiya of .
Language| Kunfil | Awngi Awngi Kwakera | Danghela Awiya |Agaumeder| pAgaw
Gloss/ . Conti Wald./
Source Cowley | SLLE | Hetzron| Fleming Ross. Munz. Beke Appleyard
34b. good qasi® cf. #52¢
' L. Am. gud
34d. good gu:d gud gud uda/i wonderful
Am
34e. good |mdlkamé mdlkam
excellent
34f. good tsupkuti
34g. good bakuini  |bakiiniV Am bdggo
, Am
34h. good malafi malifya
35b. green lemlém A"m .
lamdldmd
36¢. green arongwadi cf. Am
’ ardng“ade
35e. green xas ‘a
35f. green s'igiri: cf. #100c
. - .. o sisibi™/ -
36ab. hair tsitsifi cicifi tsitsifi sisift sisifeM tsitsifi *caf-/*cab-
36d. hair  |zurgi
36e. hair esiV
) cf. Am ¢ offi
37b. hand |fav ta:;f taf taf tafi, tof  |thafV /| taf™ |taf palm of
the hand
38b. head |pk'uri  |pa:ri pari nari pari inari¥/nariM|ngari *pat-a
’ o Am ang"dl
W
38c. head anguali  |anguli brain
. o |onkoy- . o ,
39c. hear |eg"a-w |ing“d:-y"a onkvay- enquah inkarini ankuak cf. #21a ear
40d. heart |sew se aSow Sow Sawi SowiV / §iM 221 E\I A-Su
41b. horn |jdnji dzé:nds  |jenj jenj Sangt cf. NA *gix
42a.1 ané ‘a:ni: an / an-i anit an an *dn /*an
42b.1 obl. ay-/ yi- *yo-
43a. kill  |ku Fkai:-ya: k-, k" |ku- kuw iV kuya *kow-
.. i 2 (engerbM . «
44a. knee |gerv girib 23r3b gy gerbi gamba) girb ‘garb-
45b. know |ahu aki-y"a |ag-/yaq- a (yagostro™ *-a
: yakii-y'a |aq-/yag vaq Known) q
. o . . B (hasi Lo P
46a. leaf |kasi a:tsi: yaci xaatsi hasi Kriuter) khatsi ?*xac
47d. lie v. yur’- horiniV’
47e. lie v. gidzmstz- gadamtay
xa
48b. liver |gubdt gubbatit Am gubbit
48d. liver d*alat dolet dulet-wa
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49a. long |lagani |ligisimi: |leges-v. |ligisi-mi ligismi  |ligisimi™™ |lagisimi *igdiz- v.
50c. louse |yenti i:nti: vinti yint(s)i intt yintiM inti
51d. man narji nirzi pirsiV ngardji
Sle.man |aki ‘a:q:i = #64b
52f. many |menci  |mintsi: meénc mimnc minct miins™ minc
53c. meat |es EANA 288t 1§57 esi esiV if' Vom

aswa
(arfa s L B WM , **drb-
54a. moon month) arfa arfa arfa arfa arfa drfa 1 it
S5c. PR *amb-a >
mountain dmbe Am amba
N kana K'an kan kan (kan kan cf. #90a
mountain altura)
55j. .
. miins
mountain
, humbi¥ , NA
56c. mouth|kumbi  |ximbi: yombi xambi hombi H M kambi *q"amb-
kembi
nose (#61a)
57a. name sunt *Son"
57b. name |kumtum
57c¢. name simi. sam Sim Am sam
58b. neck feumi™
58c. neck |gurgum ;gr%rggm’ " |gurgsm |gurgum guergum |gargum® |girgam Ty gorguma
58c. neck tsigutsi cf. 88b
59c.new |eskawi |’iskawi  |askawi  |iskawi esqawi iskauwiV  |askawi
60a. night |karé yar xar hari¥ khar *qir-/*qar-
60c. night ‘ardfa
60d. night lielayi lelagi™
(yombi *q"amb-
61a. nose mouth)
.. ., - san" / -
61b. nose |sdn sa:n assdan 1san esan M san asan/-an
sana
62f. old wilidzi:  |woliji weleji walesi¥ waliji wolej- v.
fri‘; O N tawy, lahu |layi: layti lahu / layu |layii lgyu gy
16113/? one ;7;,17 al- empel empelkii-"
64c. aqi, pl. . 2 o a(e)kiv/ . cf. *-aq
person agka aqt aqh aqt | v ar know
rintu <
*ari 7
. ; e - . ert WM . cf. Om.: Y
65d. rain n. ytl?tuy[ al |’iri: ari 7i eri héri ir0, Wo ira
rain has
come
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65e. rain v. luya-v. litya
W
66a. red sarow sarawt M *sar-/*sdr-
serawul

cf. EC
66c.red  |demé dim:i: dsmmi  |dimmi dimi *diim-/

*duum-
67g.road |dadi |99 ldad  |dad dad dadiV dad *dad- step

’ lik:uda:da
67h. road |maki
68a. root |ser sir[i] sar sIrwa sert Siri Ti, Am sor
68c. root jabi
69a. round kibwa Ti kabbdba
s
70e. sand yibtsatsi:  |yabci kivsats wesT QWS!
river)
(o-st- %

7la. say be called) vial-
71b. say n- ano nog, nogw niya

" *dayw_
71c. say day”- dog, doy speak
71d.say |zek"a zik*a:

* _/ ¥
72b.see  |kantu ka:ntiy*a |kant- kant kantini™ kant 1e]:ﬁ11 / Skin
73b. seed ze:r zér zer®o Am zdr
73c. seed kupi

. . *indzks- . L T P
74d. sit enj v onjk”- injuk inSikwyi indjuk
74e. sit ceku
75a. skin ar ay ai a’t awiM diwa *ax-a
75e. skin |ddbdlé
75c¢. skin engili
75¢. skin kamad cf. #3c
76b. sleep |qurew  |yur yur’- huor khori Zg d#60a,
76e. sleep saq’- tsak sd kani
(quit- *
77a. small be thin) q"ot-t-
77i. small |[seliy [t]sili: calli tsili selli/a ?Bay -ts er-
77j. small ansanti
78b. o p o o .
1isi tasi: ST st test 1isT st G tisa < A
smoke n
79c. stand |teri-w  |tecrizy®a  |tir- tir tiriniV
80. star  |biwi béwa béwda biwa biod boa"/bawa|béwa
P . g harig™ L «
81la. stone |karen karyi karay karn karin kerinna™ karing ko/ary-
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81b. stone denguert *ddi/ang"ar-
82b.sun |awi ‘awa dwd awa awd atuwa™/awiM|awa Om: Y awa
83a. swim |bimbini  |bambitya: |bamb’- *bamb-
84a. tail  |sdamir tsimd.r camar tsimar stimarY *comar/-dr
84c. tail cort Am ¢ara
fns/?" that Ya:ni an an an(i)V *an-/* an-
85d. that ay ay
I8n6/zf1‘. this eni in(:)i: an ni en, enni  |en(i)V ni *an-
87a. thou |enti [i]ni: onti ent(i) tint™ **ont-
87b. thee k*-/ k- *k*o-/*ko-
88d. sd tsa: ca tsa san SanniM tsangi
tongue say n 7 U S gl

. S T, , . we < irkwiV . . N .
89a. tooth |erkuwi irki: arkwi ir(u)k"i erkui Y arkui ark”-
erkowi
W
90a. tree  |kani ka:ni: kani kano (kani kani *kan-
wood )
90b. tree zaf-wa saf¥ Am zaf
, A , *lana /
. \'
91. two lama lan:a lana lana lana laya laga *liya
92a. walk/ (fey- g
g0 pass) fa at-

Om. *kes-
9§c.walk/ gaz-ew |ka:si-y'a: |kas- ka- kas ka™ ka come/go
g out
93a. warm |berani bor-v. *bar- v.
93f. warm *igk"ini: inkuini inkwiniV  |ankuini
93g. warm deha
93h. warm wastana
94a. water |ah" ‘a:hu: ayu ay‘u ahil aru® | ahu™ |dyo *aq”

95. we n'a nd.:dsi: onndji enil ani™ enti *onn-
96a. what wd:[n]ta |wo[t]- *wa/d-(ta)
- M
96b. what |enddmani mdar(ma)i endar(1) - darma endarma
en-dar-md |che cosa?
97b. white |faci fotsi: fiicci \fuici \fuci \fuciV | ficeM |fuci Gaf fucis
98a. who |ayni @ ay < *awi|di ay, a’eya |aiV di ** Gw-
, \
99a. kuna o:nd: yuna huna huona ézunaM/ hona **ok"in
woman huna
100b. .
mis:a
yellow
100c. v
yellow 5 Igiri: cf. #35f
100d. bice
icca
yellow
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Abbreviations of Languages: A Agaw, Am Amhara, B Bilin, Bay Bayso, Be Beja, EC East
Cushitic, Et Ethio-Semitic, G Geez, Gaf Gafat, K Kemant, N North, Om Omotic, S South, Ti
Tigre, Ty Tigrinya, Wo Wolayta, Y Yemsa.

Abbreviations of Authors (in upper index): A Appleyard, B Beke, CR Conti Rossini, M
Munzinger, R Reinisch, W Waldmeier.

Note: The underlined words indicate borrowings which are not calculate in common
percentages.

Sources:

Agaumeder - Beke 1845.

Awiya - Waldmeier & Munzinger apud Conti Rossini 1905.

Awiya of Danghela - Conti Rossini 1905.

Awiya of Kwakera - Fleming 1965.

Awngi - Hetzron 1969, 1978; Wedekind Ch. & K. 1995 (,,SLLE*); Appleyard 2006.
Bilin - Reinisch 1887; Palmer 1958; Appleyard 2006.

Falasa - Beke 1845, Flad.

Kailifia - Appleyard 2006 < Faitlovich.

Kemant - Conti Rossini 1912; Sasse 1973; Appleyard 2006.
Khamir - Reinisch 1884; Hailu, Dereje, Wedekind 1995 (,,SLLE®).
Khamta - Conti Rossini 1904.

Khamtanga - Appleyard 1987 & 2006.

Kunfil - Cowley et al. 1971.

pAgaw - Appleyard 2006.

Qwara - Reinisch 1885; Appleyard 2006.

Waag - Beke 1845; Fleming 1965.
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