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Abstract

The article examines the role of ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 in the development
of modern literature and culture in Oman and Gulf Countries. His life was devoted to
build bridges of understanding between people. He was not only poet and writer but also
Author of critical studies on literary life in the Gulf Countries. ‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 paved
the way for the next generation of men of letters and became a symbol of the revival
of the Gulf Literature. All works by ‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 were collected and published in
2016 in Dar Fada’at in Amman.
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Introduction
Nahda in modern Omani literature is a period when pioneers (sing. ra 'id, pl. ruwwad)
returned and played an active role in the cultural development of Oman. They proved to
be innovators in introducing new literary genres such as novel and short stories, forms
of modern poetry.
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When Sultan Qaboos' took power in Oman in 1970 there were no modern cultural and
educational institutions. The young and educated ruler set the development of education
as his main priority and that all efforts should be directed to the spread of schooling.
Previously, teaching took place mainly in mosques and private homes, where boys were
taught religion, Arabic and the basics of arithmetic. One of the first schools in Oman was
Az-Zawawi School in Al-Khor mosque next to Al-Galali Fort in Muscat, established in
1871. Other well-known Qur’anic schools which opened their doors to Omani students
were in Sohar, in Bahla and in Nizwa. The semi-formal schooling started in 1930s, and
the first one was the Sultaniyya school, established in 1930 under the supervision of
government, next one opened its doors in 1932. Sheikh Ahmad Ibn Sulayman Ibn Zahran
ar-Riyamd is known as the father of education in Oman. At the same time, many nonformal
schools were opened which taught also the Holy Qur’an, Arabic, and arithmetic. The
As-Sayyidiyya School in Muscat opened in 1940 as a semi-public school. The second
and third As-Sayyidiyya schools were in the Matrah and Salalah, respectively.? In 1970,
there were a meek number of three formal schools and roughly 900 students in the entire
country. The educational program of Oman expanded in the national level quite abruptly
during the 1970s up to the early 1980s.

The University of Sultan Qaboos in Muscat, which was established in 1986 began
to play a significant role in the Omani national revival. It opened the door for many
outstanding Arab and foreign scholars to come to Oman.

The inauguration of the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage in 1975 was aimed
at preserving the rich Omani national heritage and supporting publications, e.g. Journal
of Oman Studies. Cultural and literary clubs soon began to proliferate and flourish, such
as: Al-Muntada al-Adabt (1985), An-Nad1 at-Taqafi (1986), An-Nadrt al-‘TIm1 (1989), and
in 2006 Al-Gam ‘iyya al-‘Umaniyya li-al-Kuttab — Omani Society of Writers and Literati
led by the outstanding Omani poet Sa‘1d as-Saqlawi. The first evidences of club activities
were published in Al-Muntada al-Adabr. Fi‘aliyyat wa-Manasit.

In the 70’s and 80’s a dynamic development of the press occurred. The following
dailies were founded: Al-Watan (1971), ‘Uman (1972), As-Sabiba (1983) and cultural
magazines: As-Sirag (1975-76; 1992-96), Al-Gadir (1977-84), Nizwa (since 1994).
Beginner journalists accelerated the information process by writing about domestic
and foreign matters, and at the same time they promoted literature and the first
Omani authors.

I Qabis Ibn Sa’1d (b. 18.11.1940 — d. 10.01.2020) an only son of Sultan Sa’id Ibn Taymir and Sultana Maziin
Bint Ahmad al-Ma’shani.

2 Ramzi Naser, ‘Educational Reform in Oman: System and Structural Changes’, in: Education Systems Around
the World, ed. Gilson Porto, Jr., 2019, Viewed 9 February 2022, <https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/65989>.


https://www.intechopen.com/chapters/65989

www.czasopisma.pan.pl P N www.journals.pan.pl
X
\ —_—

THE ROLE OF ‘ABD ALLAH IBN MUHAMMAD AT-TA'L... 37

‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 and his great impact
on promoting the literature and culture of the Gulf

Ungquestionably ‘Abd Allah Tbn Muhammad at-Ta’1 (1924-1973) was a pioneer of
Omani Nahda in the field of literature, culture and political thought. He had a great
influence on Omani writers and reformers who, like him, actively worked for education
and culture in Oman and the Gulf. He was a man of exceptional ability who devoted
his entire life to building bridges between people, different cultures and literatures to
enjoy a shared humanity with others. He was also involved in politics and diplomacy.
His books, which were the first critical and literary studies on cultural and literary life in
the Gulf countries, significantly influenced the development of modern Omani literature,
placing him at the forefront of the first researchers in this region.

‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’T’s life was associated with travel, to Iraq, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Emirates, and Pakistan. As soon as Sultan Qaboos took power, he returned to
Oman and assumed the positions of Minister of Information and Minister of Social Affairs.
He was a versatile man: writer, poet, literary critic, organizer of cultural and literary
activities in many countries, from the Gulf to Pakistan. He was the author of books and
publications presenting the history as well as cultural and literary life of Oman and of
the Gulf countries. A series of lectures entitled Al-Adab al-mu ‘asir fi AlI-Halig al- ‘Arabr
(The Contemporary Literature of the Gulf) discussing literary work in Kuwait, Qatar,
Emirates, Bahrain and of course in Oman resulted in the publication of a book of the
same title. Starting from the first pages of this book ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-T2’1
describes the importance of the Gulf region in Arabic culture and literature. In a word
from Author — Kalima li-al-mu’allif, At-Ta’1 wrote:

From the pearl oyster habitat on the seabed...

From the tall date palms growing in oases...

From falcon spaces on the coastal horizons...

I present to the Arab reader the fruits of the thoughts of the Arabian
Gulf region

and the aspirations of the souls of the Arabian Peninsula, which now
includes five countries.’

The author emphasizes the enormous role of the sea, which until the time of the
oil boom was of great importance for the countries and inhabitants of the Arabian Gulf,
providing jobs in fishing and pearling, and thus daily bread for many families. He also
refers to date palms and falconry and their cultural significance in order to emphasize the
substantial role of poets in the history of Arabic literature, naming: Tarafa Ibn al-"Abd,
‘Antara Ibn Saddad, Imru’ al-Qays, or Al-Halil Ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi — the creator

3 ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, ‘Kalima li-al-mw’allif’, in: Al-Adab al-mu ‘asir fi Al-Halig al-‘Arabi,
‘Amman 2016, p. 21.



www.czasopisma.pan.pl P N www.journals.pan.pl
X
AN _—

38 BARBARA MICHALAK-PIKULSKA

of Arabic prosody. At-Ta’1 clearly pointed out that in his study he would take into
consideration five countries: Kuwait, Bahrain, Arab Emirates, Qatar and his home
country Oman.

‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 emphasizes the role played by the founding of
the first semi-formal schools in the region, such as: Al-Mubarakiyya in Kuwait (in 1912),
Al-Hidaya al-Halifiyya Boys School in Bahrain (in 1919) and Sultaniyya in Oman
(in 1930). In the latter country the return of the first Omani scholarship holders from
Baghdad was celebrated in 1941.4

Another element of the Omani nahda was the emergence and development of the press.
At-Ta’1 describes the role in promoting revival slogans by Egyptian newspapers: 4/-Ansar,
Al-Ahram or Al-Manar. He attaches great importance to visits of Gamal ad-Din al-Afgant’,
Amin ar-Rihani® or Sulayman al-Bariini’ to the Middle East. Under the influence of
activity from abroad, the first magazine in the Gulf region entitled A/-Kuwayt® was
founded in Kuwait in 1928 by ‘Abd al-*Aziz ar-RuSayyd and At-Ta’1 draws attention to
the importance of newspapers and magazines for the development of culture and national
awareness of the Gulf countries®. Nasir Muhammad at-Ta’1, who founded the newspaper
Al-Watan in 1971, returned to Oman shortly after Sultan Qaboos came to power.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 describes the creators — innovators in the literature of the Gulf. He
systematizes and characterizes the poetry of the Gulf from the 1950s to the 1970s. And
s0, for example, poets: Ahmad al-‘Adawani from Kuwait or Ibn Sayhan from Oman write
epic poems (malhama), in which one can see historical and philosophical accents, Halid
al-Farag and Muhammad Fayiz from Kuwait, Ibrahim al-‘Urayyid from Bahrain create

4 ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’i, 4/-Adab al-mu Gsir, pp. 26-27.

5 Gamal ad-Din al-Afgani (Afghanistan/Egypt), a political and Islamic activist considered to be the founder of
pan-Islamism (proclaiming the need to unite all followers of Islam and to free themselves from European influence)
and the modernist trend in Islam. He worked at the end of the 19th century also in the Middle East Region. He
published the magazine Al- Urwa al-Wutqa, jointly with Muhammad ‘Abduh, in which he included his views of
freeing Muslim nations from foreign domination.

6 Amin ar-Rihani (Lebanon), played a leading role in the Arab revival (Nahda) and modern Arabic thought.
One of the founders of émigré literature (adab al-mahgar). He published the collection Ar- Rihaniyyat. His books,
based on his stay in Arabia in 1922, originally written in Arabic and English, provide an objective and analytical
description of Arabia from an Arabic point of view. These are: Maker of Modern Arabia (1928), Around the Coasts
of Arabia (1930) and Arabian Peak and Desert (1931). The author wrote accounts of his travels to Arabia, first in
Arabic, and were published under the titles: Muliik al- ‘Arab (Kings of the Arabs), Tarikh Nagd al-hadit (History
of Modern Najd), Qalb Al-‘Iraq (The Heart of Iraq).

7 Sulayman al-Bariini (Libya), his family belonged to Ibadi Islam. He studied at the universities of Al-Azhar in
Egypt and Az-Zayttina in Tunisia. He played a huge role in the history of Libya. He was a Berber leader and writer
from the Gabal Nafiisa mountains (now Al-Gabal al-Garbi), a symbol of Libyan resistance to Italian colonialism.
He was also the governor of Tripolitania. He eventually left for Oman, where he became Minister of Finance.

8 <Abd al-‘Aziz ar-Rusayyd founded jointly with Yanis al-GabbirT in 1932 another magazine called Al-Kuwayt
wa-al-"Irag, which addressed cultural and literary topics of the entire Gulf. Other titles include: A/-Bu ta (1946),
Kazima (1948), Ar-Ra’id (1952), As-Sa‘b (1957), and Al- ‘Arabi (1958).

9 The following titles were founded in Bahrain: A/-Bahrayn (1939), Sawt al-Bahrayn (1949), Al-Qafila (1954);
in Qatar were founded: Al- ‘Uriiba (1969), Ad-Dawha (1969); and in the Arab Emirates: A/-Halig (A3-Sariqa, 1969),
Al-Ittihad (Abu Zabi, 1969).
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narrative poetry (577 gasasi), and ‘Abd Allah Sinan is the author of poetry describing
urban revival (an-nahda al- ‘umraniyya). The work of the latter is associated with the
economic and civilization changes that led to urban revival. There are also national poems
(wataniyyat) e.g. in the works of Omani poet Sulayman as-Salimi. In Bahrain Ahmad
Muhammad Al Halifa worked for the modern literary renaissance for half a century. His
subsequent volumes of poems deal with the history of Bahrain and the Gulf.

Poets of the Gulf countries praised traditional forms of work in their poems, encouraging
awakening and work to build a new reality, e.g. Nasir Ibn Salim ar-Rawahi wrote about
pearl divers or farmers who should prepare their children for civilization changes. ‘Abd
Allah at-Ta’1 mentions also the role played by the first women, who wrote poetry and
prose in the Gulf. He portrays Maryam Halid al-‘Udsani, Kawtar ‘Abd Allah al-Gaw ‘an,
Diya’ Hagim al-Badr or Fatima Yisuf al-Ganim from Kuwait, who deserve attention,
while from Bahrain he characterises Hamda Hamis and Munira Faris!©.

It should be emphasized that the poets of the Gulf often refer to the romantic trend,
strive to express their own feelings, believing that poetry should discover the secrets
of the human soul. They refer to the world of nature, which is a stage for love. Their
works frequently contain philosophical thoughts. For them poems are their manifesto of
identity, their origin, culture, tradition and language.

In the book: Dirasat ‘an Al-Halig al-‘Arabi'! (Studies on the Gulf), ‘Abd Allah
Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 became a keen observer of life and was a sharp critic of it,
taking up issues related to the history, political issues and culture of the Gulf and other
countries. In this volume he concluded his lectures written in 1960—-1972 for the Kuwait
radio station. From the first sentences, he underlines the geographical and commercial,
civilizational'2, economic (shipbuilding, pearl fishing, palm trade), cultural (poets: Tarafa
Ibn al-‘Abd, Al-Farazdaq or philologists and lexicographers Ibn Durayd and Al-Halil Ibn
Ahmad al-Farahidi) as well as religious (‘Amri Ibn al-‘As) importance of Oman and the
Arabian Peninsula. At-Ta’1 devotes several chapters to religious significance, pointing
out to eminent poets who wrote their poems on topics related to Higra, the holy month
of Ramadan and holidays after the end of the month of fasting. Among many, readers’
attention deserve: Halid al-Farag from Kuwait, Saqr Ibn Sultan Al Qasimi from Emirates
or ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Mu awida from Bahrain.!3

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 introduces the history of Oman in concise way (e.g. imamate,
Portuguese occupation, rule in Zanzibar)'4. On two hundred pages At-Ta’1 describes the
literary history of the Arab Gulf countries. Many names and subjects are extended in

10 Comp. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, 4l-Adab al-mu ‘Gsir, pp. 52-85.

I “Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, Dirasat ‘an Al-Halig al-‘Arabt, ‘Amman 2016.

12" E.g. Dilmiin — an important trading center. At the height of its power, it controlled the Persian Gulf trading
routes, the Phoenicians — who prospered from trade and manufacturing until the capital, Tyre, was sacked by
Alexander the Great in 332 BC., or Nabataeans — people who inhabited northern Arabia and the Southern Levant in
antiquity.

13 Comp. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, Dirasat ‘an Al-Halig al-‘Arabt, pp. 34-52.

14 Comp. Ibidem, pp. 70-90.



www.czasopisma.pan.pl P N www.journals.pan.pl
X
\ -

40 BARBARA MICHALAK-PIKULSKA

relation to the information contained in the previous book Al-Adab al-mu ‘asir fi Al-Halig
al-‘Arabt. This applies, for example, to a detailed description of the development of
newspapers and the role of magazines, which had a great and lasting impact on promoting
the literature and culture of the Gulf. In Kuwait, next to the first title A/-Kuwayt, which
emerged in 1928, then the magazine A/-Bu ta (1946) and Al-Kdazima (1948) appeared,
which followed the trends in the literary activity of Kuwaiti men of letters or the world-
known socio-cultural magazine Al- ‘Arabi (1958), existing until today.

In following chapters, At-Ta’1 discusses outstanding figures from cultural and literary
life and their work, whom he considers to be the promoters of innovative style and
topics undertaken. He brought closer their biographies, social environment and merits in
the field of literature and culture. He pointed out the names that led the revival in the
Gulf, such as ‘Abd Allah Sinan who in the poetry volume Nafahat al-Halig (Whiffs of
the Gulf) describes various aspects of life in Kuwaiti society, the Emirati poet Saqr Ibn
Sultan Al Qasimi who represents the romantic trend in the volume F7 gannat al-hubb
(In the Garden of Love), Bahraini poets: Ibrahim al-‘Urayyid and Ahmad Muhammad
Al Halifa who in their volumes of poetry: Ard as-Suhada’ (Land of Martyrs), Min agant
Al-Bahrayn (Bahraini songs) or in Hagir wa-sarab (Hajir and Mirage) respectively reflect
current problems of the Arab world, e.g. Palestinian affairs or political issues in the Middle
East in general. At-Ta’1 devoted two subsections in his book to the young Saudi poet
Gazi al-Qusaybi, believing that he occupied a leading place on the map of the cultural
revival of the Gulf States, and his poetry volume Gazd 'ir al-lu’lu’ (Pearl Islands) is the
praise of Bahrain, which he loved and chose to live.

At-Ta’T also mentions Sayh ‘Abd Allah Ibn Hamid as-Salimi recognizing him as
one of the greatest Omani theologians and historians. Sayh as-Salimi, who lived in the
years 1867-1914, played an important role in the imamate. His most famous works
include Bahgat al-anwar (Joy of Lights). He gathered his views in a work of 16 thousand
verses entitled Wa-Tala ‘at as-Sams wa-gawhar an-nizam (Sunrise and the Essence of the
System), which deals with religious principles and Muslim law. Sayh As-Salimi is also
the author of the historical work Tuhfat al-a ‘yan fi sirat ahl ‘Uman (A Masterpiece about
Dignitaries among the Inhabitants of Oman) and many volumes of poetry.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 in next five chapters!> draws readers’ attention to poets who
began to write poetry, in an innovative way, addressing the current problems of the Arab
world, especially the Palestinian issue, which in 1947-48 was widely heard. He discusses
problems in a broad cultural and historical context. Poets began to write engaged poetry
(81 7 multazim). The first was Ibrahim al-'Urayyid from Bahrain with an epic (malhama)
entitled Ard as-suhada’ (Land of Martyrs), followed by the Kuwaiti poet Halid al-Farag
with the poem Wa id Balfiir (Promise of Balfour), then Omani Hilal Ibn Badr, Bahraini
Ahmad Al Halifa or the ruler of the emirate A3-Sariga — Saqr Ibn Sultan Al Qasini.
Such engaged poetry, initiated in the 1950s, by the poets from the Arabian Gulf, showing
heroes who decided to defend their land and dignity, continues to this day.

15" Comp. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, Dirasat ‘an Al-Halig al-‘Arabt, pp. 199-219.
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At-Ta’1 in his critical studies AS-Su ‘ara’ al-mu ‘asirin (Modern Poets) described the
most important personalities in the world of the literature. He knew all of his contemporary
men of letters who contributed to the revival of literature in the Arab and Gulf countries,
for example Ibrahim al-Urayyid, Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Al Halifa and ‘Abd ar-Rahman
al-Mu‘awida from Bahrain, Saqr Salim as-Sabib, Fahd al-‘Askar and Halid al-Farag from
Kuwait, Saqr Ibn Sultan Al Qasimi from Emirates, Tahir Zamahshari, Salih al- ‘Uthaymayn,
‘Abd as-Salam Hasim Hafiz, ‘Abd al-Aziz Ibn ‘Abd al-Latif al-Mubarak, Muhammad
Ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Uthaymayn and Muhammad Hasan ‘Awwad from Saudi Arabia
and indicated the multicultural sources of their work. He draws reader’s attention to the
special role of Omani poets, such as: ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Al1 al-Halili, Sulayman Ibn Sa‘id
al-Kindi, Abii Muslim, and Muhammad Ibn Sayhan. There are also other names such as
Ibrahim al-Hadrani from Yemen, then Muhammad Rida a$-Sabibi and Hilal Nagi from
Iraq, Hartin Hasim Rasid from Palestine, Halil Mardam Bak and ‘Abd Allah Hallaq from
Syria, Ibrahim Nagi from Egypt, Ibrahim Ibn Mustafa Bakir from Libya, and Mustafa
Hurayyif from Tunis.!®

The works of these poets are varied, endowed with current content and based on
observation of the surrounding reality. They show freedom of lyrical expression. Poets
care for the harmony of form and content. They break with traditional rhetoric and style
of expression in favor of monothematic poems. Among them are patriotic subjects related
to the emergence of independence of Arab countries, and at the same time a sense of
defeat related to the Palestinian tragedy. So-called involved poetry (Si 7 multazim) arises.
Poets refer to tradition and history, and at the same time describe universal, existential,
philosophical and civilization changes. Their love of their homeland trumps in poems
describing the beauty of nature. There are love poems where depth of feelings and
personal lyrics dominate.

Poems become a harmonious description of thoughts and feelings. Poets are in favor
of the renewal of Arabic poetry trying to develop a language understandable for each
member of the Arab community, his preferences and interests.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 as a Man of Letters

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 wrote poems himself thus he personally participated in the poetry
revival movement (Nahda). His poems were collected in three volumes: Al-Fagr az-zahif
(Creeping Dawn), Wida ‘an ayyuha al-layl at-tawil (Goodbye long night), Hadi al-gafila
(The Caravan Guide).!” The poems reflect his longing for his homeland while traveling
around the Gulf countries and his involvement in the socio-political issues of the Arab
world, e.g. in Palestine or Iraq. In his poetic work, there are features of the renewal of

16 <Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’i, 45-Su ‘ara’ al-mu Gsiriin, ‘Amman 2016.
17 <Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, A/-4 ‘mal as-$i riyya, ‘Amman 2016.
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a poem in relation to content and form. The poems are distinguished by thematic diversity,
especially those regarding Oman and Sultan Qaboos.!®

In the poem, entitled ‘Uman biladi (Oh Oman, my Country) — which expresses the
love of ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 to Oman and Sultan Qaboos — was written
in fusha and the Omani dialect. It is formed of the words belonging to the classical
language but the way of pronunciation is different, resembling a dialect.

There is a ruler in Oman who does not tolerate humiliating his people
()

Qaboos, O leader, you are a pillar of heroes

You are our pride and people talk about you as a statesman'?

On the occasion of the second National Day of Oman, established by Sultan Qaboos
on November 18, 1971, ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 wrote a poem that we can
count as a paean (nasid) dedicated to Qaboos, untitled Sawt an-nahda (Voice of Rebirth):

A voice calling for rebirth is heard
Come in groups and singly
Qaboos called out to glory

So start praising with him

You, the noble sons of Oman??

Each fragment of the poem written in the form of taf’1la has its own voice character,
the first: a choir (al-magmii ‘a), praising Qaboos and good changes leading to a revival in
Oman. In the second fragment the farmer (al-fallah) speaks, in the next one an employee
(al- ‘amil), followed by a woman (al-mar’a), a student (at-tilmid), finally a nation (as-Sa ‘b)
and history (at-tarth), which will bear witness to the times of the sultan’s reign. Everyone
and each one separately in their own way praises the new era of flourishing and revival,
which was initiated by Sultan Qaboos.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 died on July 18, 1973 in Abu Zabi. Before his death on July 10,
1973, he wrote the last poem An-Nafag (The Tunnel). It clearly shows that poetry was
the most important companion of his life:

Oh poetry! Oh, passion, Oh, rhythms of my art!, Oh horizon!?!

18 Barbara Michalak-Pikulska, ‘Literature in Oman during the reign of Sultan Qaboos’, in: Sultan Qaboos and
Modern Oman 19702020, ed. Allen James Fromherz, Abdulrahman Al-Salimi, Edinburgh 2022, p. 286.

19 <Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, ‘Uman baladi, in: Al-A ‘mal as-$i’riyya, ‘Amman 2016, p. 233.

20 <Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, Sawt an-nahda, in: Al-A ‘mal as-i ‘riyya, p. 239.

21 <Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1, An-Nafaq, in: ibidem, p. 159.
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‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 was also a pioneer of the novel?? in the Gulf area, and his work
had a significant impact on future generations in Oman, especially his novel 45-Sira"
al-kabir (The Great Sail).?*> The title of the novel refers to the slogan “the great sail”,
which means hope in getting safely to the destination.?*

The protagonists — passengers of the ship try to warn Omani ports against the enemy.
Despite the victory of the Portuguese, the sacrifice of the heroes is not in vain and eventually
liberation from foreign occupation takes place. The writer, showing the generation fighting
for freedom, wants to recall moments of glory and indicate that the unity of people is the
most important. The novel reflects life, especially of the sea-men: the captain (an-nawhida),
the helmsman (as-sitkiini) and of the coastal towns of Musqat, Quriyyat and Sur.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 had chosen a significant period in the history of Oman, he was
proud of — the period of the Portuguese occupation, which lasted from the beginning of
the 16th century to the mid-17th century. Remembering the moments of glory, he wanted
to resurrect the spirit of the heroic past and therefore that period became the background
for the story of A§-Sird‘ al-kabir (The Great Sail). Among many historical events and
facts, the author included certain clues for the reader, aimed at arousing patriotic emotions.
The story is written to lift hearts, but at the same time it is a warning against internal
social disintegration that results from the weakness of the state. It exudes faith in the
strength of unity, both at the level of Oman and of the entire Arab world. The novel is
composed of intertwining plots reflecting the fate of the generation that experienced the
occupation and the generation that fought for freedom, paying dearly for it.>3

The action of the second novel, entitled, Malaikat al-gabal al-ahdar (Angels of the
Green Mountains) takes place during the reign of Sultan Sa’1id Ibn Taymiir and refers to
the succession movement led by Imam Galib Ibn ‘Alf and his brother in 1954-1959, which
ended with the sultan’s success in unifying the country and extending his authority over it.?

Conclusion

Most space in his works ‘Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’1 devoted to poetry. He
repeated names of certain poets many times, who, in his opinion, contributed to the
revival (Nahda) in the literature of the Gulf. He authenticated all his assessments about
presented poets with quotes from their poetry. Furthermore, he pointed to the individual
creative features of individual poets. He was able to appreciate the value of new poetry,
its novelty and means of expression. At the same time, he referred to classical literature

22 Muhsin al-Kindi, ‘4bd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’t (1924-1973) wa-riyadat al-kitaba al-adabiyya al-hadita
fi ‘Uman, ‘Amman 2009.

23 “Abd Allah Ibn Muhammad at-Ta’i, 45-Sird‘ al-kabir, Ruwi 1981.

24 Barbara Michalak-Pikulska, Wail S. Hassan, ‘Oman’, in: The Oxford Handbook of Arab Novelistic Traditions,
New York 2017, p. 360.

25 Comp.: Barbara Michalak-Pikulska, Modern Poetry and Prose of Oman 1970-2000, Krakow 2002, pp. 160-163.

26 Barbara Michalak-Pikulska, Wail S. Hassan, ‘Oman’, pp. 359-360.
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and eminent representatives to emphasize the importance of this region in the development
of Arabic literature. He believed that changes were inevitable and necessary for the
development of poetry.

There were also texts related to cultural, philosophical or historical themes. This was
the fruit of his broad knowledge and awareness of other cultures. ‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1
became a symbol of the revival of the Gulf literature. As a man curious about the world,
foreign cultures and literatures, he took the leading place on the literary scene of the
Arabian Gulf.

‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1t died in 1973. All his works were collected and published in
2016 by Dar Fada’at in Amman. The work of ‘Abd Allah at-Ta’1 paved the way for the
next generations who grew up in Oman during the reign of Sultan Qaboos since 1970,
because he created the conditions for the development of not only the economic but also
the cultural flourishing of the country.
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