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COVER IMAGE: “BROTES (SHOOTS)” BY ALEJANDRO DURÁN, 2014 
– from the “Washed Up” photo series, in which pieces of trash found on the 
beaches of Mexico are arranged into thought-provoking artworks, meant to 

raise public awareness of the problem of pollution (alejandroduran.com).  
See also pp. 66–67 and Alejandro Durán’s TED talk. 

PHOTOS P. 2: MARIUSZ SŁONINA,  
CDC/RODNEY M. DONLAN, PH.D.; JANICE CARR (PHIL #7488), 2005,  
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FOCUS ON DANGEROUS SPACE DEBRIS
|  Mariusz Słonina 

When gazing up at the sky, we rarely realize how much debris is  
in Earth orbit.
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RESEARCH IN PROGRESS BACTERIAL “CITIES OF SLIME”
|  Mateusz Gemba

Bacteria that form biofilms are difficult to eradicate and pose  
a significant hazard.

INSIGHT DOES ONE STRAW REALLY MATTER?
|  Wojciech Pol, Karolina Mierzyńska

Microplastics are now found in every ecosystem; researchers are 
assessing their impact on organisms.


