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To meet the continuous demand for energy of industrial as well as commercial
sectors, researchers focus on increasing the power generating capacity of gas turbine
power plants. In this regard, the combined cycle is a better solution in terms of
environmental aspects and power generation as compared to a simple gas turbine
power plant. The present study is the thermodynamic investigation of five possible air
bottoming combined cycles in which the topping cycle is a simple gas turbine cycle,
regenerative gas turbine cycle, inter-cool gas turbine cycle, reheat gas turbine cycle,
and intercool-reheat gas turbine cycle. The effect of pressure ratio of the topping
cycle, the turbine inlet temperature of topping cycle, and ambient temperature on net
power output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruction, and exergetic efficiency
of the combined cycle have been analyzed. The ratio of the net power output of the
combined cycle to that of the topping cycle is maximal in the case when the topping
cycle is a simple gas turbine cycle. The ratio of net power output and the total exergy
destruction of the combined cycle to those of the topping cycle decrease with pressure
ratio for all the combinations under study except for the case when the topping cycle
is the regenerative gas turbine cycle.

Nomenclature

w work net output, kW
ṁ mass flow rate, kg/s
h specific enthalpy, kJ/kg
s specific entropy, kJ/(kg K)
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T temperature, K
Q rate of heat supplied, kW
rp pressure ratio
ε heat exchanger effectiveness
LCV lower calorific value of fuel
TIT turbine inlet temperature, K
cp specific heat capacity, kJ/kg
γ specific heat ratio
ID exergy destruction, kW
η efficiency
ABC air bottoming cycle

Subscripts
a air
g gasses
f fuel
t topping
b bottoming
c combined

1. Introduction

The generation of electrical energymost economically and efficiently from fos-
sil fuel is one the most important topics of research nowadays. Gas turbine power
plants are not efficient enough to meet the worldwide energy demand even if they
utilize the latest technological developments [1–3]. The gas turbine performance
deteriorates with an increase in ambient temperature and an increase in the heating
rate that cause a reduction in fuel efficiency [4–6]. The appropriate technologies
that have been used to improve the efficiency of the gas turbines include, among
other things, the use of inlet air cooling, inter-cooling, regeneration, reheating, and
steam injection gas turbines [7, 8]. There is a need to improve the performance
of a gas turbine by employing various strategies such as the use of cooling tech-
niques [9, 10]. Limited sources of fossil fuels are also one of the major factors that
compel one to find an alternative source for power generation. In this regard, the
combined cycle power plant plays a major role in satisfying the energy demand
to a maximal extent. This option reduces fuel consumption but also reduces the
environmental hazards raised by gas turbine power plants [11]. The concept of
combined cycle power (CCP) plant consists in utilizing a great amount of energy
of exhaust gasses from the gas turbine for running another cycle, which may be
an air-bottoming or a steam bottoming one. This concept significantly impacts the
power generation industry and becomes popular worldwide. The CCP plant not
only helps to increase the power generating capacity of the plant but also drasti-
cally reduces the pollution caused by the exhaust gases, compared to the simple GT
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cycle power plant [9, 12–14]. The CCP plant is based on the concept of generating
power by utilizing the heat carried by the exhaust gases of gas turbines. Numerous
investigations show that the pressure ratio [15–17], the turbine inlet temperature
(TIT) [18–20], and the ambient temperature [21–23] are the dominating factors that
increase/decrease the energy and exergy performance of CCP plants whereas the
quest for efficiency improvement of the gas turbine is focused on three major areas:
increasing the turbine inlet temperature, increasing turbo-machinery components
efficiency, and basic cycle modifications [24–26]. Bazmi et al. [27] theoretically
examine power sector development and emphasize the major section of optimiza-
tion and modeling of power plants for the future demand as a tool for the ecological
energy field. Chatzimouratidis et al. [28] consider the 9 end-node standards, to
evaluate 10 different power plants concerning their economic, technological, and
sustainability characteristics. The study emphasizes that multi-criterion analysis is
required to evaluate the power plant performance. The authors concluded that for
future power generation, the power plant must be operated by renewable energy.
Ibrahim et al. [29] thermodynamically investigated energy and exergy analysis of
gas turbine power plant components and of the overall plant. The results show that
the air compressor provides maximal exergy and energy efficiency, followed by
those of the gas turbine and the combustion chamber. The study also suggested
some recommendations to enhance the cycle performance. Gazikhani et al. [30]
investigate conventional ABC cycle performance in terms of specific fuel con-
sumption (SFC), work output, and component exergy destruction, and compare the
results with a simple gas turbine. The results show that the fuel exergy raises by
4.7–7.4% due to the components of the air bottoming cycle, and the specific work
is increased by 15.4% with the decrease in SFC by 13.3%.

Several combined cycles were proposed by many researchers using different
techniques to analyzed cycle. Khan et al. [31] examined the theoretically 3 different
types of configurations of the combined cycle and compared them with a simple
gas turbine cycle. By varying the turbine inlet temperature and pressure ratio of
the topping cycle, this study evaluates three suggested combined cycle energetic
performances, such as thermal efficiency, work net output, specific fuel consump-
tion (SFC), and exergetic performance associated with exhaust gas exergy losses
and exergy destruction. It was observed by the authors that the TIT significantly
affects the energetic and exergetic performance of the suggested cycles. Ibrahim
et al. [23] reviewed various types of gas turbine power plants including simple as
well as complex gas turbine power plants. The study focused on major parameters
that affect the plant performance and finally suggested some means for improving
the gas turbine power plant performance and minimizing the losses.

Based on the above-discussed literature and other available literature, one can
find that many researchers present the theoretical analysis of the air bottoming cycle
in which the topping cycle is a simple gas turbine cycle [32–34]. No literature is
available that provides comparative analyses of the air bottoming cycle in which the
topping cycle is either a simple gas turbine cycle, a regenerative gas turbine cycle,
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an intercool gas turbine cycle, a reheat gas turbine cycle, or an intercool-reheat gas
turbine cycle. The present study focuses on the importance of the configuration
of the gas turbine cycle as the topping cycle of the air bottoming combined cycle.
The performance of the bottoming cycle depends on the temperature of exhaust
gasses from the turbine of the topping cycle. It is observed that the temperature of
exhaust gasses is significantly affected by the turbine inlet temperature, pressure
ratio, and cycle configuration. In the case of the regenerative gas turbine cycle,
the exhaust gasses temperature drastically decreases due to exchange of heat with
the compressed air from the air compressor, which increases the overall thermal
efficiency. However, this decrease in exhaust gasses temperature also results in
a decrease in the energetic performance of the bottoming cycle. For this reason,
the overall performance of the combined cycle is worsened. Therefore, this paper
presents the thermodynamics analyses of the above-mentioned five sets of topping
cycle of the air bottoming combined cycles. The effect of pressure ratio of the
topping cycle, the turbine inlet temperature of topping cycle, and the ambient
temperature on net power output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruction, and
exergetic efficiency of the combined cycle is analyzed. The results are discussed
and presented graphically.

2. Description of air bottoming cycle

In this study, there are presented five sets of practically possible combinations
of air bottoming gas turbine cycles, starting from the simple gas turbine cycle
(set 1), then the regenerative gas turbine cycle (set 2), the intercool gas turbine
cycle (set 3), the reheat gas turbine cycle (set 4), and the intercool-reheat gas turbine
cycle (set 5). The pressure ratio of the compressor or turbine (rp) and turbine inlet
temperature (TIT) of the topping cycle varies from 4 to 12 and 1000 K to 1500 K,
respectively. The other variable in all these cycles is the ambient temperature or air
compressor inlet temperature, which varies from 25◦C to 45◦C. In each cycle, the
air at the ambient temperature T1 enters the air compressor where it compresses
to the pressure P2 and temperature T2. In the simple gas turbine cycle and the
reheat gas turbine cycle, the compressed air from the compressor directly goes to
the combustion chamber, whereas in the regenerative gas turbine cycle it enters
the combustion chamber via the heat exchanger. In the intercool gas turbine cycle,
the compressed air from the low-pressure compressor (LPC) enters the intercooler,
where its pressures remain the same but the temperature decreases, and then it enters
the combustion chamber via high-pressure compressor, enters the gas turbinewhere
it expands to low pressure and low temperature in the cases of set 1 to set 3. In
the case of set 4 and set 5, the combustible product first enters the high-pressure
turbine (HPT) and then the low-pressure turbine (LPT) via the reheater where it
expands to low pressure and low temperature.

The combustible product from the gas turbine of the topping cycle leaves to
the environment via heat exchanger where it exchanges heat with the compressed
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air of the bottoming cycle. In the bottoming cycle, air at ambient temperature and
ambient pressure enters the air compressor where it compresses to high pressure.
The high pressure and high temperature compressed air from the air compressor
enters the heat exchanger where it gains heat from the exhaust gasses of the topping
cycle. This results in a further rise in the temperature of the compressed air. The
compressed air from the heat exchanger enters the turbine and expands to low
pressure, which produces the work output. A part of work output from the turbine
is used to drive the air compressor and the remaining work is used to generate
electricity by means of a generator. In this way, the bottoming cycle is completed.
The general energy and exergy analysis of all cycles is given below.

3. Governing equations

3.1. Energy and exergy analyses of topping cycle

All energy and exergy equations of the topping cycle are listed below.
Power required to run the compressor

(wc) = ṁa (he − hi) . (1)

Exit temperature of air from the air compressor

(T )e = (T )i

{
1 +

rαp − 1
ηc

}
, (2)

where α = (γ − 1)/γ.
Rate of heat supplied by the combustion chamber

(Q) = ṁg

(
hg

)
e
− ṁa (ha)i . (3)

Power delivered by the turbine

(wt ) = ṁg

[(
hg

)
i
−

(
hg

)
e

]
. (4)

Exit temperature of gasses from the gas turbine

(T )e = (T )i
{
1 − ηt

(
1 − r−βp

)}
, (5)

where β =
(
γ′ − 1

)
/γ′.

Net power output
(wnet)t = wt − wc . (6)

Thermal efficiency
(ηth) =

wnet
Q

. (7)
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Mass flow rate of fuel in the combustion chamber

ṁ f = ṁa




(
hg

)
e
− (ha)i

ηcomb(LCV) −
(
hg

)
e



, (8)

ṁg = ṁa + ṁ f . (9)
Effectiveness of the heat exchanger of the topping cycle

(ε)HE1 =

[
(ha)e − (ha)i

](
hg

)
i
− (ha)i

. (10)

The exit temperature of air from the heat exchanger of the topping cycle is given by

(Ta)e =
(

1
cpa

) [
εHE1

(
hg

)
i
+

(
1 − εHE1

)
(ha)i

]
. (11)

The exergy destruction in the compressor can be written as
(ID)c = ma Tref (sae − sai) . (12)

The exergy destruction in the combustion chamber is given by

(ID)comb = Tref



(
mg Cpg ln

(
Tge

Tref

)
− mg Rg ln

(
Pge

Pref

))
−

(
ma Cpa ln

(
Tai

Tref

)
− ma Ra ln

(
Pai

Pref

))
+ ∆sref



, (13)

where
Tref (∆sref ) = ∆Gref − ∆Href ,

∆Href = ṁ f (LCV)Tref ,

Exergy flux(ψ) = (∆Gref/∆Href ) = 1.0401 + 0.1728(h/c),

(h/c) = Hyrdogen to carbon ratio of fuel.
The exergy destruction in turbine is given by

(ID)t = mg Tref
(
sge − sgi

)
. (14)

The exergy destruction in the HRSG is given by

(ID)HRSG = Tref
[
ma (sae − sai) + mg

(
sge − sgi

)]
. (15)

Exergy destruction of topping cycle

(ID)t =
n∑
i=1

(ID)n . (16)

Exergetic efficiency of topping cycle

(ηD)t =
(wnet)t

(wnet)t + (ID)t
. (17)
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3.2. Energy and exergy analyses of bottoming cycle

All energy and exergy equations of bottoming cycle are listed below.
Power required to run the compressor

(wc)b = ṁab (he − hi) . (18)

Exit temperature of air from the air compressor

(T )e = (T )i



1 +
rα
pb
− 1

ηc



, (19)

where α = (γ − 1)/γ.
Let

x = ηc ηt
(
ṁg/ṁab

) (
cpg/cpa

) (
((Tab)e)HE2 / ((Tab)i)c

)
, (20)

rpb = (x)1/(α+β) . (21)

Effectiveness of the heat exchanger

(ε)HE2 =

[
(ha)e − (ha)i

]
b[(

hg
)
e

]
t
−

[
(ha)i

]
b

. (22)

The exit temperature of air from the heat exchanger of bottoming cycle is given by

(Tab)e =
(

1
cpa

) [
εHE2

(
hg

)
i
+

(
1 − εHE2

)
(hab)i

]
. (23)

Power delivered by the turbine

(wt )b = ṁab
[
(ha)i − (ha)e

]
. (24)

Exit temperature of gasses from the gas turbine

(T )e = (T )i
{
1 − ηt

(
1 − r−αpb

)}
. (25)

The net power output
(wnet)b = (wt )b − (wc)b . (26)

The exergy destruction in the compressor can be written as

(ID)c = mab Tref (sae − sai) . (27)

The exergy destruction in turbine is given by

(ID)t = mab Tref (sae − sai) . (28)
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The exergy destruction in the HRSG is given by

(ID)HRSG = Tref
[
mab (sae − sai) + mg

(
sge − sgi

)]
. (29)

The exergy destruction of bottoming cycle

(ID)b =
n∑
i=1

(ID)n . (30)

3.3. Energy and exergy analyses of combined cycle

All energy and exergy equations of the combined cycle are listed below.
The net power output of the combined cycle

(wnet)comb = (wnet)t + (wnet)b . (31)

Thermal efficiency of combined cycle

(ηth)comb =
(wnet)comb

Q
. (32)

Exergy destruction of combined cycle

(ID)comb = *
,

n∑
i=1

(ID)n+
-t
+ *
,

n∑
i=1

(ID)n+
-b

. (33)

Exergetic efficiency of combined cycle

(ηD)comb =
(wnet)comb

(wnet)comb + (ID)comb
. (34)

The analysis of the topping cycle, bottoming cycle, and combined cycle of the
present study is based on certain assumed parameters listed in Table 1.

Table 1. Key parameters of all sets under study [35–39]
Assumed parameters

Isentropic efficiency of the turbine 0.85
Isentropic efficiency of air compressor 0.8
Efficiency of combustion chamber 1.0
The mass flow rate of air in topping and bottoming cycle 1 kg/s
The effectiveness of heat exchangers 0.9
Lower calorific value of fuel 42500 kJ/kg
Inlet pressure of air to the air compressor 1.013 bar
Specific heat of gases 1.14 kJ/(kgK)
Specific heat ratio for gases 1.4
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4. Results and discussion

The net power output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruction, and exergetic
efficiency of the simple gas turbine cycle (set 1), the regenerative gas turbine cycle
(set 2), the intercool gas turbine cycle (set 3), the re-heat gas turbine cycle (set 4),
and the intercool re-heat gas turbine cycle (set 5) are investigated parametrically by
using the Engineering Equation Solver (EES) software based on the assumptions
mentioned in Table 1 with the variation of pressure ratio from 4 to 12, turbine inlet
temperature from 1000 K to 1500 K, and ambient temperature 25◦C to 45◦C.

The schematic and T-s diagram of set 1 is shown in Fig. 1. The main compo-
nents of the topping and bottoming cycle are the air compressor (c), the combustion
chamber (cc), the turbine (T), and the heat exchanger (H.E.). The variation of net
power output and thermal efficiency of the combined cycle with respect to the pres-
sure ratio (rp) of the topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient
temperature (Tref) is shown in Fig. 2a, whereas Fig. 2b shows the variation of total
exergy destruction and exergetic efficiency of the ABC cycle with respect to the
pressure ratio (rp) of topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient
temperature (Tref). It is observed from Fig. 2a that with an increase of ambient tem-
perature the net power output and thermal efficiency decrease and with an increase
in turbine inlet temperature the net power output and thermal efficiency increase.
Similar results were reported by Khan et al. [18] and Ghazikhani et al. [30]. Also,
at the particular Tref , the net power output first increases and then decreases af-
ter reaching its peak value at rp = 4 when TIT = 1000 K and at rp = 7 when
TIT = 1500 K. Similarly, at the particular Tref , the thermal efficiency of the ABC
cycle first increases and then decreases after reaching its peak value at rp = 7
when TIT = 1000 K and at rp = 12 when TIT = 1500 K. Fig. 2b shows that with
an increase of ambient temperature the total exergy destruction and the exergetic
efficiency of the ABC cycle decrease, whereas with an increase in turbine inlet

 

Fig. 1. Schematic and T-s diagram of set 1
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Fig. 2. Variation of Wnet, and ηth (a) and Iplant and ηexergetic (b) of ABC cycle w.r.t.
rp , TIT , and Tref of set 1

temperature the total exergy destruction and the exergetic efficiency increase. Also,
at the particularTref , the total exergy destruction of the ABC cycle continuously de-
creases with the pressure ratio and reaches minimum at rp = 4 when TIT = 1000 K
and 1500 K. Similarly, at the particular Tref , the exergetic efficiency of the ABC
cycle first increases and then decreases after reaching its peak value at rp = 7
when TIT = 1000 K, and when TIT = 1500 K, the exergetic efficiency of the ABC
cycle continuously increases with the pressure ratio. The same trend was noted in
the results obtained by Tiwari et al. [22]. The schematic and T-s diagram of set
2 is shown in Fig. 3. The main components of the topping cycle are the same as
those of the topping cycle of set 1 with an addition of one more component that is
the heat exchanger (H.E.) placed between the air compressor and the combustion
chamber.

The variation of net power output and thermal efficiency of the combined cycle
with respect to the pressure ratio (rp) of the topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature
(TIT), and ambient temperature (Tref) is shown in Fig. 4a. Fig. 4b shows the variation
of total exergy destruction and exergetic efficiency of the ABC cycle with respect
to the pressure ratio (rp) of the topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and
ambient temperature (Tref).

It can be seen in Fig. 4a that the net power output and thermal efficiency
decrease with an increase of ambient temperature and increase with an increase
in turbine inlet temperature. Also, the net power output first increases and then
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Fig. 3. Schematic and T-s diagram of set 2
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Fig. 4. Variation of Wnet, and ηth (a) and Iplant and ηexergetic (b) of ABC cycle w.r.t.
rp , TIT , and Tref of set 2

decreases after reaching its peak value at rp = 6 when TIT = 1000 K and at
rp = 12when TIT = 1500 K. The thermal efficiency of the ABC cycle continuously
decreases when TIT = 1000 K, and when TIT = 1500 K, the thermal efficiency
first increases and then decreases slightly after reaching its peak value at rp = 8.

Fig. 4b shows that the total exergy destruction of the ABC cycle for set 2.
The total exergy destruction and the exergetic efficiency decreases with ambient
temperature and increases with turbine inlet temperature. Also, at the particularTref
and turbine inlet temperature, the total exergy destruction continuously decreases
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whereas the exergetic efficiency increases with the pressure ratio. At TIT = 1000 K,
the value of pressure ratio at which the peak value of exergetic efficiency is reached
increases with a decrease of ambient temperature. Almost the same trend for net
power output as well as thermal efficiency was observed by Ibrahim and Rah-
man [40]. The schematic and T-s diagram of set 3 is shown in Fig. 5. The main
components of the topping cycle are the same as in the topping cycle of set 1
with the addition of the air compressor and the intercooler, which decreases the
temperature of the compressed air from the low-pressure compressor under the
assumption that the pressure drop is negligible. The variation of net power output
and thermal efficiency of the combined cycle with respect to the pressure ratio
(rp) of the topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient temperature
(Tref) is shown in Fig. 6a, whereas Fig. 6b shows the variation of total exergy
destruction and exergetic efficiency of the ABC cycle with respect to the pres-
sure ratio (rp) of the topping cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient
temperature (Tref).

 
Fig. 5. Schematic and T-s diagram of set 3

It can be seen in Fig. 6a that the net power output and thermal efficiency
decrease with an increase of ambient temperature and increase with an increase
in turbine inlet temperature. Also, the net power output first increases and then
decreases after reaching its peak value at rp = 6when TIT = 1000 K and at rp = 12
when TIT = 1500 K. The thermal efficiency of the ABC cycle first increases and
then decreases after reaching its peak value at rp = 9 when TIT = 1000 K and at
rp = 12when TIT = 1500 K. Fig. 6b shows that the total exergy destruction for set 3
decreases with an increase of ambient temperature and increases with an increase
in turbine inlet temperature. Also, at a particular value of ambient temperature
and turbine inlet temperature, the total exergy destruction continuously decreases
whereas the exergetic efficiency continuously increases with an increase in pressure
ratio. At TIT = 1000 K, the effect of ambient temperature on exergetic efficiency
is greater than that at TIT = 1500 K. The schematic and T-s diagram of set 4 is
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Fig. 6. Variation of Wnet, and ηth (a) and Iplant and ηexergetic (b) of ABC cycle w.r.t.
rp , TIT , and Tref of set 3

shown in Fig. 7. The main components of the topping cycle are the same as in
the topping cycle of set 1 with an additional gas turbine and the reheater applied
for increasing the temperature of combustible gases from the high-pressure turbine
with the assumption that the pressure drop is negligible. The combustible gases
from the combustion chamber first expand in the high-pressure turbine then expands
in the low-pressure turbine. The exhaust gasses from the low-pressure turbine leave
to the environment via heat exchanger where they exchange their heat with the
compressed air of the bottoming cycle.

 

Fig. 7. Schematic and T-s diagram of set 4
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The variation of net power output and thermal efficiency of the combined
cycle is shown in Fig. 8a with respect to the pressure ratio (rp) of the topping
cycle, turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient temperature (Tref), whereas
Fig. 8b shows the variation of total exergy destruction and exergetic efficiency of
the ABC cycle with respect to the pressure ratio (rp) of topping cycle, turbine inlet
temperature (TIT), and ambient temperature (Tref).
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Fig. 8. Variation of Wnet, and ηth (a) and Iplant and ηexergetic (b) of ABC cycle w.r.t.
rp , TIT , and Tref of set 4

As can be seen in Fig. 8a, the net power output and thermal efficiency de-
crease with an increase of ambient temperature and significantly increase with an
increase in turbine inlet temperature. The net power output and thermal efficiency
rise continuously with pressure ratio in the entire range of ambient temperature
and turbine inlet temperature, but the rate of increase of the work net output grows
with TIT. The thermal efficiency of the ABC cycle is least affected by the ambient
temperature followed by the turbine inlet temperature. Fig. 8b shows that the total
exergy destruction for set 4 decreases with an increase of ambient temperature and
increases with an increase in turbine inlet temperature. The results are consistent
with those obtained by Ibrahim et al. [40]. Also, at a particular ambient temperature
and turbine inlet temperature, the total exergy destruction continuously decreases.
The exergetic efficiency continuously increases with an increase in pressure ratio
and is negligibly affected by the ambient temperature and turbine inlet temperature.
The schematic and T-s diagram of set 5 is shown in Fig. 9. The main components
of the topping cycle are the low-pressure compressor, the high-pressure compres-
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sor, the intercooler, the combustion chamber, the high-pressure gas turbine, the
reheater, and the low-pressure gas turbine. The pressure drop is negligible in the
intercooler, combustion chamber, and reheater. The compressed air from the low-
pressure compressor enters the intercooler where its temperature decreases to the
temperature of the inlet air of the low-pressure compressor.

 

Fig. 9. Schematic and T-s diagram of set 5

This compressed air is further compressed in a high-pressure compressor be-
fore entering the combustion chamber. The combustible gases from the combustion
chamber first expand in the high-pressure turbine then expands in the low-pressure
turbine. The exhaust gasses from the low-pressure turbine leave to environment vis
heat exchanger where it exchanges its heat with the compressed air of bottoming
cycle. The variation of net power output and thermal efficiency of the combined
cycle is shown in Fig. 10a with respect to a pressure ratio (rp) of topping cycle,
turbine inlet temperature (TIT), and ambient temperature (Tref), whereas Fig. 10b
shows the variation of total exergy destruction and exergetic efficiency of ABC
cycle with respect to a pressure ratio (rp) of topping cycle, turbine inlet temper-
ature (TIT), and ambient temperature (Tref). It is noted from Fig. 10a that the net
power output and thermal efficiency decrease with an increase of ambient tem-
perature and significantly increase with an increase in turbine inlet temperature.
Both net power output and thermal efficiency continuously with pressure ratio for
the entire range of ambient temperature and turbine inlet temperature. Also, the
thermal efficiency and net power output of the ABC cycle are least affected by
ambient temperature. Fig. 10b shows that the total exergy destruction for set 5 and
decreases with an increase of ambient temperature and increases with an increase
in turbine inlet temperature. Also, at a particular value of ambient temperature and
turbine inlet temperature, the total exergy destruction continuously decreases. The
exergetic efficiency continuously increases with an increase in pressure ratio and
is almost least affected by the ambient temperature.
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Fig. 10. Variation of Wnet, and ηth (a) and Iplant and ηexergetic (b) of ABC cycle w.r.t.
rp , TIT , and Tref of set 5

The work net output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruction, and exergetic
efficiency of air bottoming combined cycle are discussed for set 1 to set 5. It is
observed that work net output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruction, and
exergetic efficiency are significantly affected by the turbine inlet temperature and
pressure ratio of the topping cycle. In all the above cases, the configuration of
the topping cycle changes while the bottoming cycle is unchanged. The work net
output for ABC of set 5 is highest followed by set 4, set 3, set 1, and then set 2
for all considering the range of pressure ratio, ambient temperature, and turbine
inlet temperature. The thermal efficiency for ABC of set 3 is highest followed by
set 5, set 2, set 1, and then set 3. Fig. 11 shows the variation of the ratio of work
net output of the combined cycle to its topping cycle for set 1 to set 5 with respect
to pressure ratio at TIT = 1000 K and TIT = 1500 K. It is observed that the ratio
of work net output of combined cycle to its topping cycle for set 1, set 3, set 4,
and set 5 decreases with pressure ratio but increases with pressure ratio in case
of set 2. Fig. 11 shows the contribution of work net output of bottoming cycle in
work net output of the bottoming cycle. It is noted that the contribution of the work
net output of the bottoming cycle is maximal in the case of set 1, and is minimal
in the case of set 2 at rp = 4. However, at rp = 12, contribution of the work net
output of the bottoming cycle is minimal in the case of set 5. Also, the ratio of
work net output of the combined cycle to its topping cycle for set 1, set 3, set 4,
and set 5 increases with the turbine inlet temperature, whereas, in the case of set 2,
the ratio of work net output of combined cycle to its topping cycle decreases with
the turbine inlet temperature. Fig. 12 shows the variation of the ratio of the total
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exergy destruction of the combined cycle to its topping cycle for the sets 1 to 5
with respect to the pressure ratio at TIT = 1000 K and TIT = 1500 K.

The ratio of total exergy destruction of the combined cycle to its topping cycle
for set 1, set 3, set 4, and set 5 decreases with the pressure ratio but increases with
the pressure ratio in the case of set 2. Also, the ratio of total exergy destruction
of the combined cycle to its topping cycle for set 4 attains maximum at rp = 4
but at rp = 12, the ratio of total exergy destruction of the combined cycle to its
topping cycle for set 2 reaches maximum. The ratio of total exergy destruction of
the combined cycle to its topping cycle for set 1, set 3, set 4, and set 5 increases with
the turbine inlet temperature, whereas, in the case of set 2, the ratio of total exergy
destruction of the combined cycle to its topping cycle decreases with the turbine
inlet temperature. The maximal exergy destruction takes place in the combustion
chamber, and a lesser destruction occurs in the reheater and the heat exchanger.

5. Conclusion

In the present study, five selected configurations of turbine cycles have been
investigated parametrically for energy and exergy. Thermodynamic assessments
have been effectively determined for the compressor pressure ratio from 4 to 14,
ambient temperature from 25◦C to 45◦C, and the TIT from 1000 K to 1500 K.
Based on the thermodynamic analyses, the following main conclusions have been
drawn:

• It is noted that the work net output, thermal efficiency, total exergy destruc-
tion, and exergetic efficiency are significantly affected by the compressor
pressure ratio and the turbine inlet temperature for all the considered con-
figurations.

• At TIT = 1000 K, the peak value of work net output exists at rp = 4 for set 1,
at rp = 6 for set 2 and set 3, and at rp = 12 for set 4 and set 5 irrespective
of ambient temperature. Whereas at TIT = 1500 K, the peak value of work
net output exists at rp = 12 for set 2, set 3, set 4, and set 5, except for set 1
where it exists at rp = 7.

• At TIT = 1000 K, the peak value of thermal efficiency exists at rp = 6 for
set 1, at rp = 4 for set 2, at rp = 9 for set 3, and at rp = 12 for set 4 and
set 5. Whereas at TIT = 1500 K, the peak value of thermal efficiency exists
at rp = 12 for set 1, set 3, set 4, and set 5 except for set 2 where it exists at
rp = 8.

• The lowest value of total exergy destruction exists at rp = 12 irrespective of
TIT and ambient temperature for all the sets considered in the present study.

• The lowest value of exergetic efficiency exists at rp = 4 for the sets considered
in the present study at TIT = 1000 K and TIT = 1500 K except for rp = 12
for the set 1 at TIT = 1000 K.

• The contribution of the work net output of the bottoming cycle to the work
net output of the combined cycle is maximal in the case of set 1.
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From the above, it is concluded that although the net output and thermal efficiency
for the combined cycle of set 5 are maximal, the work net output of the combined
cycle is maximal in the case of set 1. In view of this fact, one can say that set 1
is found to be the best one in terms of cycle simplicity and its effectiveness in the
bottoming cycle. The total exergy destruction of the bottoming cycle is significantly
affected by the temperature of exhaust gasses from the gas turbine of the topping
cycle. This is the main reason why the total exergy destruction of the bottoming
cycle in the case of set 1 is maximal, whereas in the case of set 4 is greater than
that of set 1 because of a lower exhaust temperature as well as the application of
an additional reheater.
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