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“Appeal raised by the PAS President
and Polish University Rectors
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The Polish Academy of Sciences points out that unequivocal scientific premises have yet to be put forward, demon-
strating the necessity of taking sanitation measures in order to protect the biodiversity of the Biafowieza Forest . Op
other hand, numer.

est, the other concerned for its prime
e of the Bialowieza Forest has been subject to human influence for centuries and it
original natural character. As such it should be subject to the appropriate
ing sanitation cutting of trees and logging of wood. In Jine with the latter stance,
has indeed preserved its natural character (including in areas outside the
National Park and reserves) and so the types of measures appropriate for commercial forest Mmanagement should not
be applied there, especially involving any use of heavy equipment — neither now nor in the future. A majority of us
find this second stance closer to our own, The open and harsh conflict over the broper management of the Biatowieza
Forest is harming Poland’s Image in Europe.

The Polish Academy of Sciences therefore urges for a coherent strategy to be worked out for the protection of the
Bialowieza Forest, above all taking account of the facts and findings of scientific research. We also declare our readiness
and intent to take Ppartin monitoring the biodiversity and forest—shaping processes in the Bialowieza Forest. Moreover,
Wwe are in favor of significan tly enlarging the territory of the Biafowieza National Park.

Jerzy Duszyriski, President of the Polish Academy of Sciences, together with the following members of the Academy:
Jan Albrecht, Jan Awrejcewicz, Jerzy Axer, Grzegorz Bartosz, Romuald Bedzinski, Andrzej Biatas, Piotr Biler, Barbara Biliriska, Szczepan Bilinski, Piotr Bizor, Grazyna
Borkowska, Jerzy M. Brzezirski, Janusz Marek Bujnicki, Andrzej Buko, Tadeusz Burczynski Witold Ceckiewicz, Agnieszka Chaciriska, Grzegorz Chatasirski, Tadeusz
Chmielniak, Andrzej Ciereszko, Anna Czonkowska, Stanistan J. Czuczwar, Jerzy Dera, Tomasz Dietl, Dariusz Doliriski, Jézef Dubinskij, Jerzy Dzik, Stanistaw Filipowicz,
Wadystaw Findeisen, Elzbjeta Frackowiak, Andirzej Friszke, Zbigniew Jerzy Galus, Robert R, Galazka, Jacek Ga wroriski, Z. Maciej Gliwicz, Michat Glowiriski, Stanistaw
Gomutka, Tomasz GrodZzicki, Krzysztof Haman, Jarostaw Olay Horbariczuk, Ryszard Horodecki, Adolf Horubata, Adam Hulanicki, Hubert lzdebski, Andirzej Jajszczyk,
Barbara Jarzab, BogumiUeziorski, Leszek Kaczmarek, Tadeyss Kaczorek, Roman Kaliszan, Marian p Kaz’mierkowsk/} Jan Kiciriski, Jan Kisyriski, Michat Kleiber, Jerzy
KofodZziejczak, Maria Magdal i, Jo I Orzata Kossowska, Matgorzata Kossut, Bozena Kostek, Wiodzimierz Kizyzosiak,
Wojciech Kostowski, Adam , ica, Pi ik, 1 , Wski, Jacek Kuznicki Zbigniew Kwiecinski, Rafat Latata, Andirzej B.
Legocki, Janusz Limon, Jerzy is, Adam tomnicki, Bogustaw Major, Stefan Malepszy, Krzysztof Malinowski, Jacek Marecki, Stanistaw
Massel, Jézef Modelski, Michat Mrozowski, Zenon Mréz, Karol Mysliwiec, Krzysztof Narkiewicz, Edward Necka, Henryk Okarma, Grzegorz Opolski, Hubert Ortowski,
Wiestaw W, Pawlik, Zygmunt Pejsak, Stanistaw Penczek, Marek Pfiitzner, Mariusz Piskuta, Wiestay Plesniak, Ryszard Pohorecki, Stefan Pokorski, Edmund Przegaliriski,
wicz, Stanistaw Rakusa—Suszczewskf, Henryk Ratajczak, Antoni Rogalski, Czestawa Rosik-Dulewska, Pawef Rowiriski, Witold Ruzyto, Andrzej Rychard,
ech Sadowski, Marian Saniewski, J6zef Smak, Andrzej Sobolewski Kazimierz Strzatka, Jézef Szudy, Michat Szulczewski, Henryk Szymczak Marek
Switoriskj, Andrzej Trautman, Marian TruszczyAski, Wactaw Trutwin, Ka tarzyna Turnau, Andrzej Walicki Jacek Waluk, Erwin Wasowicz, January Weiner, Aleksander
Welfe, Piotr Wegleriski, Grzegorz Wegrzyn, Andrzej Wiecek, Jerzy Wilkin, Lech Wojtczak, Stanistaw (. Woronowicz, Andrzej K. Wréblewski, Jerzy Zabezyk, Romuald
Zabielski, Jacek Zaremba, Marek Zembala, Adam Ziecik, Andrzej Ze/az’niewicz Jan Franciszek Zmudziriski, Maciej Zylicz
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ACAD:=MIA | Primeval Forest

Letter to the journal Science

Evidence in favor of active measures to protect
biodiversity is weak, at best - write Professors Marek
Konarzewski, Romuald Zabielski, Rafat Kowalczyk and Jerzy
Duszyniski in a letter published in the journal Science

In his News Feature “Last Stands” (8 December 2017, p. 1240), E. Stokstad describes the
fierce conflict over the protection of Europe’s most primeval forest area, the Bialowieza
Forest, now facing an outbreak of the spruce bark beetl

of how to respond to this outbreak boils down to deciding whether active measures should
be taken to protect biodiversity, or whether it should be allowed to evolve solely by natural
processes, including periodic bark beetle outbreaks. We agree with Stokstad that the above
question is essentially one of values and, as such, lies beyond the scope of the natural sci-
ences. However, the use of sanitary and salvage logging as measures of biodiversity protec-
tion should certainly rest on solid scientific evidence - yet a research conference recently
organized by the Polish Academy of Sciences, bringing together top researchers in the field,
has shown that evidence in favor of such measures is weak, at best (1),

This conference brought to light a general lack of controlled, replicated studies concern-
ing the efficacy of efforts to contain bark beetle outbreaks by means of sanitary logging in
lowland old-growth forests, Although the Polish State Forests administration managing
the Biatowieza Forest has recently initiated such study by establishing a “reference” area,
its soundness is questionable because it lacks proper replication (2). Study design issues
are further complicated by the Bialowieza Forest’s mosaic of protected and managed tree
stands. Bark beetles spread rapidly, so it remains unclear whether sanitary logging limited
to unprotected areas can restrain the outbreak (3). Relevant meta-analyses are also scant
and those currently available actually point to adverse effects of salvage logging on biodi-
versity (4, 5).

The above methodological weaknesses must be urgently tackled, preferably by large-
scale, replicated studies. In the Bialowieza Forest, this can only be achieved through
trans-border collaboration with the Belarusian side, which manages two-thirds of the tree
stands. The Polish and Belarusian Academies of Sciences have already started collaboration
on this issue (1). We surely need to learn the right lessons from the current outbreak, given
that the next one will Inevitably come; with the encroachment of global warming, outbreaks

are occurring with increased ﬁ‘equency (6).
9 Feb 2018

. https://www.youtube.com/watch Nv=fF(DbAp24sk.
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