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Abstract: In this paper, a three-air-gapped structure of a ferrite core for a resonant inductor
is proposed. The electromagnetic and thermal field models are built using a 3D finite
element method. Compared with the conventional signal-air-gapped structure of a ferrite
core, the simulation and analysis results show that the proposed three-air-gapped ferrite core
resonant inductor can reduce eddy-current loss and decrease temperature rise. In addition,
the optimal position of air-gapped is presented.
Key words: three-air-gapped, electromagnetic and thermal field, finite element method,
resonant inductor

1. Introduction

In recent years, an inductance-inductance-capacitance (LLC) resonant converter is very attrac-
tive topology for high-power applications because of its attractive features: smooth waveforms,
high efficiency and high power density [1–4]. In the resonant inductors of the LLC converter,
the current waveform includes the higher order harmonic components caused by switching. For
this reason, excellent high frequency magnetic properties are necessary in iron core materials
for use in high frequency inductors. Soft ferrites demonstrate properties such as low power loss
and high permeability, which make them very useful and appropriate for use in power electric
applications [5, 6]. The core loss evaluation was performed, and the influence of inductor gaps
on iron loss was proposed in [7–9]. A simplified 2D model was presented to investigate influence
of an air-gap in the magnetic field as describe in [10]. A 3D magnetic field is analyzed related
to the solution of Laplace’s and Poisson’s equations by the finite element method [11]. In [12],
a dynamic, nonlinear magnetic field analysis of a reactor core with air-gap was carried out.

However, these studies, based on the finite element analysis, are directed at the study of the
ferrite core, taking into account the single air-gapped core only. Eddy currents are induced in the
air-gapped ferrite core due to fringing flux, and this causes local overheating. In order to reduce
the eddy-current loss and decrease temperature rise, a three-air-gapped structure of a ferrite core
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for a resonant inductor is proposed in this paper. The resonant inductor of the LLC resonant
converter is shown in Fig. 1, which is applied in the battery-pile circuit of an electric car.

Fig. 1. Topology circuit of LLC resonant convertor

The electromagnetic and thermal field coupled model is built using a 3D finite element
method (FEM). Compared with the conventional single-air-gapped ferrite core, the simulated
results indicate that the proposed three-air-gapped ferrite core can reduce eddy-current loss and
decrease temperature rise. In addition, it is presented for a three-air-gapped optimal curve and the
optimum placement.

2. Proposed structure of ferrite core inductor

Fig. 2 shows the model inductor used for simulation and analysis.

Fig. 2. Resonant inductor of LLC
resonant convertor

A dual-E magnetic core with a single-air-gap is generally used as magnetic core of a resonant
inductor. The single-air-gapped ferrite core structure is shown in Fig. 3(a). As it is known to all,
eddy currents are induced in a magnetic core due to the leakage of magnetic flux, which can
cause local overheating. In order to reduce local eddy current loss and avoid local heating, a
three-air-gapped structure of a ferrite core is proposed, as shown in Fig. 3(b).
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(a) (b)

Fig. 3. Ferrite core structure of resonant inductor: (a) single-air-gapped; (b) three-air-gapped

In the linear region, the air-gapped thickness has considerable influence on the inductance
value. As the thickness increase, the inductance values intensity increases too [13]. In this paper,
the inductance value will be unchanged. The total air-gapped thickness is equal to 4 mm, and
the air-gapped is evenly divided into three parts. The main dimensions of the ferrite core are
presented in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4. Main dimensions of ferrit core for resonant inductor

3. Mathematical models of resonant inductor

To calculate the core loss and temperature distribution, FEM has been used. Due to the
symmetry of the object, only the halved cross has been considered. The total loss of the resonant
inductor, Q, consists of the ferrite core loss, Qcore, and the conduction loss, QCu, of the joules
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loss in the coils. Moreover, Qcore can be divided into the material loss, Qmat, derived from the
main flux density flowing in the rolling direction and transverse direction, and the eddy current
loss, Qeddy, due to leakage magnetic flux flowing vertical to laminating direction [14]. Therefore,
Q can be defined as:

Q = Qcore +QCu = Qmat +Qeddy +QCu . (1)

3.1. Electromagnetics fields calculation
The material loss Qmat is obtained from the following Steinmetz’s equation made by datasheet

(EE55/28/21):

Qmat =

n∑
i=1

(
KhB2

(i) f + KeB2
(i) f 2

)
V (i) , (2)

where Kh and Ke are the coefficients calculated from the datasheet, B is the magnetic flux density,
f is the frequency, V is the volume, and n is the number of elements, it means the element number.
The material loss is caused by main flux density, B, from the rolling direction and the transverse
direction.

The eddy current loss by the leakage magnetic flux is calculated with the Elektra-SS modulus
of the Opera-3D package [15]. In the paper, the A-V -A method is adopted in a 3D eddy current
analysis model for FEM. In the region where the eddy currents arise, the equation for the total
vector potential A and an electric scalar potential V has to be solved as the following:

∇ × 1
µ
∇ × A − ∇ 1

µ
∇ × A + σ

∂A
∂t
+ σ∇V = 0 , (3)

where σ is the electrical conductivity, and µ is the magnetic permeability of the material.
According to Equation (3), the eddy current loss Qeddy is achieved as the following:

Qeddy =
1
σ
|J |2 = 1

σ

�����∇ × 1
µ
∇ × A

�����
2
, (4)

where J is the current density.
The joules loss in the coils is taken into account as the following:

QCu =

k∑
j=1

I2
( j) R( j) , (5)

where I( j) is the j-th coil current, R( j) is the j-th coil resistance. R( j) can be written as follows:

R( j) = ρ
l( j)

S( j)
=

ρn( j) (MLT)
AW Kuα( j)/n( j)

=
ρn2

( j) (MLT)

AW Kuα( j)
, (6)

where ρ is the coil density, l( j) is the j−th coil length, S( j) is the j−th coil area, n( j) is the turn
number, MLT is mean the length per turn, AW is the core windows area, α( j) is the fraction of the
j−th coil windows area, and Ku is the winding fill factor.
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According to Equation (5) and (6), the joules loss in the coils can be defined as follows:

QCu =
ρ(MLT)
AW Ku

k∑
j=1

I2
( j)n

2
( j)

α( j)
. (7)

The joules loss is optimal provided as follows [15]:

QCu =
ρ(MLT)
AW Ku

k∑
j=1

I( j)n( j)

α( j)
. (8)

3.2. Thermal fields calcaulation
The heating phenomenon depends on thermal conductivity λ, thermal capacitance c, mass

density ρ, feed thermal power density Q, and the thermal power exchange between the object
and surrounding. The material propriety parameters are shown in Table 1. For calculation the
temperature T , a heat conduction equation is given in the thermal field as the following [16]:

∇ · (λ∇T ) +Q = ρc
∂T
∂t

. (9)

Table 1. Material properties used in thermal model

Property Ferrite Copper Bobbin Air
Thermal conductivity λ [W/(m·K)] 5 401 0.22 0.031

Thermal capacitance c [J/(kg·K)] 750 386 1000 1007

Mass density ρ [kg/m3] 4850 8930 1600 1.205

In the temperature field analysis, boundary conditions should be imposed. Outer surface is
a vertical square surface and can be assumed as a vertical plate. Two types of heat transfer can
occur in the outer surface, including radiation and natural convection. On the calculation region
boundaries, T0 = 25◦C has been forced as Dirichlet’s condition. The heat transfer boundary
condition on the surface of the inductor is given as the following:

λ(n · ∇T ) + h(T − T0) = 0, (10)

where n is the normal vector outside of the border, h is the heat transfer coefficient, and T0 is the
ambient temperature.

Thermal radiation phenomenon is not included in the Tempo solver. Thus, we have modified
the boundary condition coefficient taking into account the radiation coefficient in the heating
process, according to the following equation [17].

heq = h + 4σBε ((T + T0)/2)3 , (11)

where σB is the Stefan-Boltzmann constant and ε = 0.9 is the emittance value.
In order to calculate electromagnetic and thermal fields, a suggested flow chart is shown in

Fig. 5. Firstly, some electromagnetic data are input such as material properties, ambient tempera-
ture, simulation time and step size. According to eddy current region control, the electromagnetic
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calculation and analysis are carried on. Secondly, the eddy current loss and the joules loss are
used as the heat generating source load of the thermal field. The calculation and analysis of the
thermal field are carried out for the inductor surface and internal temperature. Then, determine
whether the set time is up to the simulation end time. If not met, update parameters of the material
properties according to the calculated temperature. While you increase the simulation time step,
calculate the electromagnetic field again, and repeat the process until the end time. When the
simulation is done, the results are saved and transferred to the treatment store so as to be read,
viewed and ready for other operation.

Fig. 5. Flow chart to coupling field
calculation

4. Results Analysis and Air-gapped Optimization Discussion

In the paper, the calculations and measurements have been carried out for both a single-air-
gapped and three-air-gapped ferrite core of the considered inductor. In the case of both analyzed
models, the maximal values of the magnetic flux density inside the core is equal to Bm = 0.3 T.
The supply frequency of the sinusoidal current wave is f = 10 kHz, and the current RMS is equal
to I = 13 A. The electromagnetic and thermal fields are calculated and analyzed for the resonant
inductor using FEM.

4.1. Electromagnetic fields analysis
Fig. 6 shows the distribution of magnetic flux density B in the resonant inductor core at the

time of maximum coil current.
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(a) (b)

Fig. 6. Magnetic flux density of resonant inductor ferrite core: (a) single-air-gapped core;
(b) three-air-gapped core

In the single-air-gapped core model shown in Fig. 6(a), it can be observed that there are
large magnetic flux densities compared with the three-air-gapped model shown in Fig. 6(b). The
leakage magnetic flux cannot enter into the ferrite core, because of having permeability on the
Y-direction. The magnetic flux concentrates on the surface of the core. On the other hand, the
magnetic flux densities near the gap are distributed uniformly on the three-air-gapped model
because the leakage magnetic flux densities are small. Eddy current is induced in the ferrite core
due to leakage magnetic flux. Therefore, the proposed three-air-gapped core structure can reduce
eddy current loss.

Fig. 7 shows the distribution of ferrite core loss Q. From the simulation, it can be obtained that
the maximum loss density is Q = 3425600 W/m3 in a single-air-gapped core as shown in Fig. 7(a).
By contrast, the maximum loss density is Q = 2558800 W/m3 in three-air-gapped core as shown

(a) (b)

Fig. 7. Ferrite core loss of resonant inductor ferrite core: (a) single-air-gapped core;
(b) three-air-gapped core
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in Fig. 7(b). As a conclusion, in this section, it is revealed that the proposed three-air-gapped
structure can reduce ferrite core loss.

4.2. Thermal fields analysis

The obtained loss distribution has been assumed for the thermal model. In this simulation,
it is assumed that the heat transfer between the coil and core of the inductor has been naturally
done. The film coefficient is considered equal to 10 W/m2◦C.

Fig. 8 shows the static thermal field distribution in the resonant inductor, and Fig. 9 shows the
static thermal field distribution in the ferrite core of the resonant inductor. From the simulation, it
can be seen that the higher temperature is distributed in the ferrite core. The maximum temperature
value of the single-air-gapped core inductor reaches 65◦C, whereas for the three-air-gapped core
inductor, the maximum temperature value is equal to 53◦C. By contrast, the proposed three-air-

(a) (b)

Fig. 8. Temperature distribution of resonent inductor: (a) single-air-gapped core; (b) three-air-gapped core

(a) (b)

Fig. 9. Temperature distribution of resonent inductor ferrite core: (a) single-air-gapped core;
(b) three-air-gapped core
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gapped core can decrease temperature by more than 10 degree. Therefore the three-air-gapped
structure is adopted to decrease temperature rise.

4.3. Air-gap position discussion

In this paper, the air-gap position is discussed. Because the total thickness of air-gap is
unchanged and its value is 4mm, the selection of the air-gap position depends on the thickness of
ferrite core block S as shown in Fig. 10.

Fig. 10. Cross-section of three-air-gapped
ferrite core

In order to find the air-gap position that leads to the lowest temperature rise, many simulation
and calculation have been carried out. The maximum temperature curve for the length of a
magnetic core block is presented as shown in Fig. 11.

Fig. 11. The maximum temperature curve for the length of magnetic core block

From Fig. 11, it can be seen that when the length value of the magnetic core block is 5 mm,
the maximum temperature of the ferrite core is 52.5◦C, that is the lowest temperature rise. As
a conclusion, it is revealed that the optimal positions of three air-gaps are respectively (−7.00,
−5.67), (−0.67, 0.67), (5.67, 7.00) on the Y-direction.
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5. Conclusion

In this paper, a modeling procedure and the design criterion for the simulation in a 3D of
a ferrite air-gapped core for a resonant inductor have been proposed. The electromagnetic field
and thermal field of the resonant inductor have been calculated and analyzed. The simulation
reveals that the three-air-gapped core can reduce eddy current loss and can decrease temperature
rise compared with a single-air-gapped core. Furthermore, the maximum temperature curve for
the length of a magnetic core block is presented, and it reveals the optimal positions of its three
air-gaps.
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