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An obituary of Martin L. West (1937–2015), an eminent scholar, one of 
the most outstanding classical philologists of our time, with a concise 
presentation of his writings and achievements.
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Gerson S c h ad e: Homer’s Grand Narrative and the Heroic Society’s Social 
Memory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19
Some repeated lines in the Iliad seem to show that the Greeks and the 
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whom the envoys in book 9 try to remind of his obligations, revolts against 
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The article discusses possible meanings of Isocrates’ mention at the end of 
Plato’s Phaedrus in the light of the orator’s attitude towards philosophy.
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Ancient grammarians taught that a syllable may be long by position in five 
ways: either when it ends in or the next syllable begins with two consonants, 



or when it ends in a consonant and the next begins with a consonant, or 
when it ends in or the next syllable begins with a double consonant (ξ, ζ, ψ). 
This article presents the ancient classification of hetero- and tautosyllabic 
consonant clusters and the rules for syllabic division in Greek.

Amadeusz C i t l a k: The Use of Psychology in the Analysis of Ancient Texts . . .  79
The article discusses the possibility of an interdisciplinary approach to the 
investigation of ancient sources with the use of modern psycholinguistic 
tools, which have been already employed in research on textual discourse. 
It also presents the results of such research, in which frequentative analysis 
was applied to the Greek text of the gospels, showing substantial changes 
in their authors’ way of thinking and in the attitudes of the first Christians 
in regard to orthodox Judaism.
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Laurentius Corvinus’ Elegy Carmen in quadam theologica disputatione   . .  97
The article is devoted to the elegy Carmen in quadam theologica 
disputatione by Laurentius Corvinus (Wawrzyniec Korwin). The work was 
written as a voice in the theological debate that was held in Wrocław at 
St Dorothy’s church on 23 April 1524. It is a religious manifesto in which 
the most essential theses of the Lutheran faith are recalled. The style of 
the Carmen, based on ancient poetical techniques, serves to praise and 
propagate the new Protestant faith. 
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Maciej Kazimierz Sarbiewski (1595–1640), a famous Latin poet and a Jesuit 
priest, delivered an oration on the 14 of July 1636, when the remains of 
Saint Casimir (1458–1484, canonized in 1602) were transferred to a newly 
built chapel in the Vilnius cathedral. An important element of the ceremony 
was a procession through the streets of Vilnius, which inspired the preacher 
to compare that city to the heavenly Jerusalem depicted in the Book of 
Revelation.
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The Odyssey, the Iliad and the Argonautica of Apollonius of Rhodes are 
among the possible sources of motifs present in the Hobbit.
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In 2011, archeologists from the Jagiellonian University found an interesting 
object in Nea Paphos in Cyprus. The object was a round tablet with a magical 



text in the form of a palindrome and, on its other side, with schematic 
drawings of Harpocrates, Osiris, a crocodile, a cock, a serpent, a star and 
a crescent. The amulet was probably made in the Syro-Palestinian region 
in the late 5th century AD, when the official religion was Christianity, but 
Egyptian beliefs were still vivid.
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A review of Robert K. Zawadzki’s book on Laurentius Corvinus (Wawrzyniec 
Korwin, Lorenz Rabe, 1470–1527). The book consists of a detailed study 
of this important humanist’s life and work and of an edition of his major 
writings, accompanied by their Polish translation. Though not free of errors, 
Zawadzki’s work will be the fundament of future research on Corvinus.
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A review of the first four volumes of the edition and Polish translation 
of Justinian’s Digest done by Tomasz Palmirski and a team under his 
guidance. The volumes contain books I–XXVII.
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A review of Wilfried Stroh’s book Latein ist tot, es lebe Latein! Kleine 
Geschichte einer großen Sprache, translated into Polish by Aleksandra 
Arndt. Stroh’s text is accompanied by Elżbieta Wesołowska’s introduction 
devoted to the present state of Latin in Poland, and by the translator’s 
essay on the role of Latin in the works of the Polish poet Julian Tuwim 
(1894–1953).
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The essay shows the causes of Poles’ diminishing acquaintance with Latin. 
The author claims that, in spite of those factors, we should cultivate this 
language as the only reliable way by which we can access the Roman 
patrimony.
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An interview with Professor Juliusz Domański about his contacts with 
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