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The Polar Club

The Polar Club in Poland was initiated by five polar explorers Alfred Jahn
and Stanistaw Baranowski (Wroctaw), Krzysztof Birkenmajer (Cracow), Jan
Szupryczynski (Torun) and Maciej Zalewski (Warsaw). The initiative ori-
ginated in 1971, but it was realized three years later. The first convention
of the members of the Polar Club took place in Wroctaw on 29 March
1974, in an association with the current scientific symposium on the Sval-
bard expedition. 71 polar explorers from the whole Poland participated in
the foundation meeting of the Club, and 72 members were accepted. A. Jahn
presented the general propositions of the Club organization, and a preliminary
regulations were accepted after the discussion.

It was decided, that every one who is interested in polar problems from
scientific or purily cognitive point of view, and who confirmed his interest
by the presence in polar regions may become a member. The founding
members were confirmed by the Inauguration Meeting. The new members
will be accepted by the Committee and by a yearly General Meeting. The
candidate must be a member of the Polish Geographic Society. The main
goals of the Club were defined as: a) spreading the knowledge about the
polar regions, b) propagating the ideas of the research and exploration
of polar regions and popularization of Polish achievements, c¢) unabling the
contacts among the participants of the polar expeditions.

The main forms of action for the fulfilment of these goals were the
following: a) carrying out the informatory and publicatory activities, b) back-
ing the initiatives of scientific and exploratory polar expeditions, c) evaluating
and formulating opinions on all sorts of activities dealing with the studies
and cognition of polar regions, d) contacts with relevant foreign polar organiza-
tions, e) gathering the data on the history of Polish polar expeditions and
on the participation of Poles in studies of polar regions, also an organization
of the library and an archive, f) if possible organizing the turistic-cognitive
trips to polar regions for the Club members. The I Convention decided
also, that the yearly meeting, in which the members should participate,
should contain three parts: a) a scientific part (a symposium, presentation
of papers), b) administrative and c¢) social gathering. It was decided, that
the Club will be headed by the Committee, elected every three years, composed
of a President, Secretary and 9 Members representing the main centres of
polar interest in Poland. The First Committee was as follows: President —
Prof. Dr. Alfred Jahn (Wroctaw), Secretary — Dr. Stanistaw Baranowski
(Wroctaw), Members: Prof. Dr. Krzysztof Birkenmajer (Cracow), Dr. Dar-
iusz Bogucki (Gdansk), Dr. Jerzy Ceglta (Wroctaw), Dr. Tadeusz Klatka
(L6dz), Prof. Dr. Stefan Kozarski (Poznan), Prof. Dr. Ryszard Schramm
(Poznan), Prof. Dr. Jan Szupryczynski (Torun), Prof. Stanistaw Szymborski














