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Raja rakusai sp. n. (Pisces,
Rajidae) from the area of

Elephant Island (South Shet-
land Islands)

ABSTRACT: The new species of antarctic skates was described from waters near
Elephant Island, as a Raja rakusai sp. n.
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In January, 1979, near Elephant Island, South Shetland Islands six
specimens of Raja (Linnaeus) were caught which do not belong to any known
species of this genus. These specimens were caught together with Brevi-
raja griseocauda (Norman) (Norman 1937) at lat. S 61°11'-61°20" and lon.
W 56 04'-56 32" at a depth of 180 to 500 metres. They were recognized
in this paper as a new species and named rakusai in honour of the
head of our Antarctic program Dr. Stanistaw Rakusa-Suszczewski.

These specimens were collected by K. Zielinski. All specimens are de-
posited in the Museum of Evolution, Polish Academy of Sciences (MEPAN).

Upper surface of disc brown with violet tint with numerous whitish
spots more or less regularly distributed. There are a pair of much bigger
spots at the base of pectoral fins in about middle of its length.

In a male specimen the spots were of oval shape accompanied in the
middle by round smaller one. The lower surface is smooth and white-
cream colour. The margin of tail is whitish. Disc from the back is covered
with small spinules but not compactly as in griseocauda; these are nearly
inviseable on the tail. Two dorsal fin close to the end of tail, their bases
nearly contiguous with any spines between them. Single praeocular spine,
single postocular spine (with one exception — paratype No MEPAN-001-f
has a second, much smaller spine at the angle of spiracle), single scapular
spine. There are no similar spines in the middle of the body, these are
on the tail only numbering 8 to 12 (Fig. 1, Table I and II).

This species appears to be most closely related to Raja georgiana
Norman (Norman 1938) which has a broad distribution off the South
Georgia coast and in the West Antarctic (Permitin 1969) but differs from














